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In Search of Defining Vernacular Studies

by

Hironao Ambo

This article attempts to define the concept of vernacular studies. It is known that recently in the U.S.A.
the term “folklore” has been replaced by “vernacular” especially in folklore studies because its “premodern” or
“rustic” image, representing the integrity of the ethnicity of a nation, poses an obstacle to correctly understanding
the term. And now the concept of vernacular is a subject of active discussion in the field.

The subject of vernacular requires interdisciplinary research. For instance, the word “vernacular” meant
the native speech or language of a country or district as opposed to Latin and could refer to its oral or written
literature from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance. This demonstrates the necessity of approaches not only
from folklore studies but also from linguistics and literature to more comprehensively explore the concept of
vernacular studies.

Therefore, this article examines how the concept of vernacular has changed focusing on the appearance
of folklore studies in the 18% century and vernacular architecture in the 19% century. The analysis points to
the changeable, fluid, and interactive nature of vernacular. Finally, the article proposes a variety of studies

that might contribute to the clarification of many aspects of cultural practices of vernacular.
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