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Temperance in New York City:

The Transition of Satire in Christy’s Minstrels’ Sketches

by

Keisuke Inokuma

Previous scholarship of minstrel show has mainly targeted the representation of African American. However,
in his musicological research, Behind the Burnt Cork Mask (1999), William J. Mahar insists that minstrel show
treats various social events. As the matter of fact, each minstrel troop had interests in various social events
that were used in their sketches as crucial themes. This paper discusses the transition of satire in three sketches
by Griffin and Christy’s Minstrels: “Hamlet the Dainty” (n.d.), “The Ticket Taker; or, the Masquerade Ball”
(n.d.), and “Shylock” (n.d.).

Christy’s works especially satirize the climate of temperance in New York. During the 1860s, Anti-saloon
Law and Metropolitan Excise Act were enacted. Due to these two laws, thousands of people were arrested and
lost their occupation in New York City. As a result, the theatre district suffered a severe damage. Christy’s,
who had just returned from their provincial tour to New York, had to re-establish their popularity under the
circumstances. Therefore, the more the temperance trends in New York became active, the more the satire in
their works intense. At the same time, Christy’s aims to incite the audience and obtain their new followers
through their satirical performances. This paper concludes that in these three works, Griffin and Christy’s
minstrels did not caricaturize African American but satirize the social trend of temperance that plagued the

entertainment industry.
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