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This book offers an overview of some aspects of vernacular culture in the United States and
provides research questions and study recommendations for people interested in studying it. It
covers topics you won't find in other books on American culture, such as contemporary (urban)
legends, monsters, everyday songs, children’s games, and Halloween. I personally love studying
vernacular culture because it helps me see deep meaning and significance in the things people do
every day, both in the historical past and in contemporary life. It's also very funl

It was truly a privilege and an honor to work with Dr. Wells on this book. She is a keen
scholar, and wonderfully patient and insightful. Interestingly, I learned a lot about Japanese
culture as we worked together on these American topics. The book was a little risky for both
of us, as neither of us knew exactly what would happen. We have been certainly pleased with
its success and encourage anyone thinking about collaborating internationally to know how
rewarding it is. I am grateful and happy to have been able to work with her.

Lisa Gabbert (Utah State University)
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Anansi, the Spider Man, is a foundational character in Jamaican folklore and vernacular
culture. Stories about Anansi were brought to Jamaica in the 17th century from Ghana by people
who were enslaved by the British to work on sugar plantations. While these stories initially
provided strength and encouragement to Africans who were forcibly taken to Jamaica, over time
they came to reflect the nature and thinking of the descendants of slaves who now form the vast
majority of the Jamaican population. In these ordinary people, just like in the Anansi stories, it is
easy to find examples of great wisdom and perseverance combined with grace and humour. In
this sense, Anansi is a wonderful depiction of the resilience, resourcefulness and light-heartedness
of the Jamaican people.

As I mention these qualities, I am compelled to also express my appreciation for Professor
Keiko Wells. She is an academic possessed of extraordinary talent, discernment, geniality
and dedication to her craft and it has been my privilege to work with this treasure of Kyoto.
Additionally, having entered professional collaboration with her more than seven years ago, it
has also been my true privilege and delight to simultaneously grow in friendship with Professor
Wells. She has brought the same sense of wonder to Jamaican vernacular culture as she has
invested in all her other similar work, and she has blessed me and my family through affectionate
and enduring relationship.

Professor Wells' intellectual curiosity and capacity for work appear to have no limits
and, consequently, Japan and the world have benefited tremendously from her research and
translations. I am the better, too, for having been given the wonderful opportunity to move
from professional cooperation to personal friendship with her and am delighted to join Professor
Keiko Wells' colleagues, students and friends in recognising her noteworthy contributions and
celebrating the beginning of a new and promising chapter of her exciting life.

With high regard and warm affection,

C.P. Ricardo Allicock
Former Ambassador of Jamaica to Japan (2013-2020)
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