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Preservation of the Memory of the War:

Himeyuri Students and Teachers, Hawai'l, and the Post-War Activities of Survivors

by
Manako Ogawa

This essay will examine the commemoration of the tragedy of Himeyuri students and teachers who lost their
lives during the battle of Okinawa in 1945 by referring to the life history of Tokiko Tamamaki (née Morioka),
a former Himeyuri teacher and the author’s great aunt. After narrowly escaping from the battle, Tamamaki
talked little about her experience in Okinawa with anyone, even her family members. Despite that her survivor’s
guilt reduced her to near silence, she encouraged her surviving Himeyuri students to preserve a detailed record
of their late classmates and to establish the Himeyuri Peace Museum. Her surviving students’ post-war activities
involved two Hawai‘i-born Nisei Okinawans. Chiyoko Oyadomari, born and raised in Hawai'i, was the only
female Himeyuri teacher who perished in the battle of Okinawa. Harry Shinichi Gima, a Nisei Okinawan from
Hawai'i working for the US occupational forces in Okinawa, played a key role in raising funds to purchase the
area around the cave, where Oyadomari and her students and colleagues perished, as well as the Himeyuri
cenotaph to commemorate them. This essay will present a detailed analysis of the story of the Himeyuri students
and teachers by focusing on the trans-Pacific flow of people between Okinawa and Hawai'i, the collaboration
of Nisei and local Okinawans, and the sensitive aspects of the interactions between the Himeyuri victims and

Survivors.
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