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Encountering the Other in Michelle de Kretser’s Questions of Travel

by
Wataru Sato

The main motif of Michelle de Kretser’s Question of Travel is travel in its broadest sense. The “travel” here
refers to various kinds of human movement across borders including those of migrants and asylum seekers.
The novel features a variety of travelers and questions the reasons for their departure, the psychology of
immigrants and citizens in the host society, and their sense of belonging. In the sense that the story is set in
various parts of the world and depicts diverse ways of belonging, it can be called a cosmopolitan novel, in which
the protagonists’ lives become connected to unexpected places and people. Reading this book is a lesson in
cultivating a cosmopolitan imagination that transcends the national imagination that we are accustomed to.

This paper aims to recontextualize the immigrants’ experiences in the novel and to reveal what is going
on in the minds of both the immigrants and members of the host society when they encounter. The backgrounds
of the Sri Lankan characters are not always clear. Therefore, this paper first reviews the ethnic composition
and modern history of Sri Lanka, and then explores their backgrounds while keeping the sociohistorical context
in mind. Then, it will focus on situations where the Sri Lankan immigrants and members of the host society

meet, and look into the boundaries and prejudices that each holds against the other.
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