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Girls Succeeding to ‘Songs of Anchin-Kiyohime’

by
Yusuke Uno

‘Anchin-Kiyohime no Uta (Songs of Anchin-Kiyohime)’, sung in every region of Japan until the beginning
of the Showa era as lullabies, children’s songs, labor songs or mid-summer Bon Festival songs, are considered
as a typical example of “a vernacular culture for girls”. This paper discusses the origin and the historical
transformation of the songs, their regional variations and differences, and the aspect of their tradition and
transmission, based on literary research and fieldwork. In particular, I ask the following two questions: (1)
What is the connection between Fukushima Prefecture, the birthplace of Anchin, and Wakayama Prefecture,
the birthplace of Kiyohime? and (2) What did it mean to the girls to continue singing ‘Songs of Anchin-Kiyohime’.

In conclusion, concerning the first question I will introduce three previous theories such as “the involvement
of the Ono Family”, “the missionary strategies of the Jodo Shinshu priests” and “the integration of the tradition
of the Ohmi as another under-lake world where serpents live, and creative literature in the Edo era”. Meanwhile
I will point out the importance of Yamabushi as not only Buddhist monks, but as also involved in the mining
and distribution industries. In respect to the second question, I will offer the hypothesis that the girls repeatedly
sang certain erotic, cruel and immoral narrative songs such as ‘Songs of Anchin-Kiyohime” which could not

only touch the world of animism and Buddhism, but also gain an emotional catharsis.
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