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The Startbeginning of Square Pit Dwellingdugouts with Kitchen Range: The Case of the
Middle Reaches of Neyagawa River in Osaka

by

Kazuo Ichinose

This paper outlines that the group of square pit dwellingdugouts with kitchen range from the 5th century,
during Japan’s middle Kofun period, are all likely to have been built temporarily, filling gaps between indigenous
arable land groups, bringing with them different functions and technologies. The contexst of these dwellings
indicates that they were planned, temporary and specific, for the purpose of mass migration around the Japanese
archipelago, and for exchanges, negotiations, and technology transfers with the Korean peninsula.

The Takamiya site in Neyagawa City, Osaka Prefecture, are a representative example of the formation
and spread of base settlements around the Japanese archipelago. This was one of the beginnings of the formation
of 5th-century planned settlements. At the same time, it is presented that the functions that emerged in each
of these planned settlements became hubs for the exchange of new technologies, which spread throughout the
Japanese archipelago in a short period of time, and served as a model for the impact they had on the surrounding

areas.
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