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Ruins of Mountain Worship and Sacred Sites at the Foot of the Chikugo Minou Mountains

by
Ryo Okadera

The Mino Mountain Range, which runs parallel to the south side of the Chikugo River in central Fukuoka
Prefecture, is a mountain range dotted with many ancient ruins. In the history of the region, medieval castles
and burial mounds have attracted attention as archaeological sites, but other types of artifact dispersal sites
and artificially created surfaces can be found in various locations. This paper reports and discusses these sites
as “Sanrin-Jiin,” considering them to have been facilities based on mountain worship. According to local
traditions, many of these sites are said to have been sacred or spiritual places based on mountain worship,
and some of them had flat surfaces that could have formed small halls. Furthermore, the fact that temples and
shrines that have existed since ancient times, such as Kora Taisha Shrine and Kannon Temple, are scattered
on the western side of the mountain range is considered to be a collateral evidence of these sites.

Based on the above discussion and comparison with other examples in the surrounding area, we have
pointed out the possibility that this area was a religious space where monks and nuns practiced asceticism in
the mountains and forests in ancient times, and where ascetic ascetics practiced asceticism in the mountains

in the Middle Ages and later.
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