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Archaeology of Ceramic Tiles in Modern and Contemporary Times: Through the
Chronology and Distribution of Dantosha’s Products

by
Akihiko Fukai

In Japan, historical heritage from the Meiji era (1868-1912) to the years before WWII in the Showa period
(1926-1989) has come to be recognized as modern cultural heritage. Sites of particular importance for
understanding regional history are being excavated and studied as “modern ruins.” This study reports on tile
production artifacts identified during the 2003 (Heisei 15) excavation of the Minpei-yaki kiln site in Minami-
Awaji City, Hyogo Prefecture, as well as on ceramic tile fragments collected from the marine area near the
Fukura Factory, operating as a ceramic tile-dedicated facility since 1918 (Taisho 7).

Dantosha began experimental ceramic tile production in the 1880s at its Ama Factory established in 1885
(Meiji 18) in Kita-Ama Igano, Minami-Awaji City, Hyogo Prefecture. The company initiated full-scale Western-
style ceramic tile production in the 1890s, utilizing traditional Minpei-yaki techniques: mold forming, a wide
variety of glazes, and high-temperature firing. In 1908 (Meiji 41), Keizo Nose, who had studied ceramics at
Tokyo Higher Technical School, returned to his hometown to join the Dantosha Company and succeeded in
developing dry-pressed tile manufacturing. The Fukura Factory was completed in 1918 (Taisho 7) and along
with that of the Ama Factory, tile production increased, establishing the company as a leader in modern and
contemporary tile manufacturing.

Based on the above, the classification and chronological organization of ceramic tiles produced over
approximately 140 years from the 1880s to the present (2025), form a central axis in understanding the
development of Japan’s ceramic tiles culture. The findings presented here provide valuable resource material

for elucidating historical and cultural heritage throughout the world.
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