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Modern Ruins from a Public Perspective

by
Eiji Hatanaka

It cannot be said that there are established methods for preserving ruins from modern times to the present
day, and some have disappeared because sufficient measures were not taken.

Kyoto is widely known for its traditional crafts such as Kiyomizu ware, Nishijin textiles, and Yuzen dyeing,
but the ruins and materials (resources) related to these crafts are disappearing due to changes in business
formats and generational changes.

This paper focuses on one such example, a modern coal kiln discovered on the premises of Shofu Co., Ltd.,
and reveals the current situation in which sufficient measures are not being taken to protect it despite its great
significance, while also pointing out the fragility of the system behind turning it into academic documentation.

If this situation continues, we will not be able to protect these documents and pass them on to future
generations as historical documents, and there is no denying the possibility that the 20th century will become
a lost history for future generations.

As a way to escape this situation, it is natural to advance academic research, but we also recommend that
efforts be made to deepen relationships with the people involved with the ruins and build mutual understanding,

and that emphasis should be placed on ties with the local community.
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