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Background to the Establishment of Mozume- Castle

by

Tamiki Kunishita

This paper is about a medieval castle built by local lords in the Otokuni region, near Kyoto City. It
reorganizes the archaeological findings so far and discusses the structure of Mozume-Castle ruins and the
background to its establishment. Castle research does not only focus on the defensive area surrounded by a
moat. It is important to analyze the spatial function of the village and the castle and consider a more specific
structure.

The Mozume-Castle ruins have a compound structure, with each space having a different function. The
“west outer bailey” is topographically higher than the “inner bailey” and was a residential space. The earthworks
and moat have been confirmed to have been built in the late 15th century, and it is believed to have been
abandoned (demolished) around the mid-16th century. The “inner bailey” of the castle is about 75m north to
south and 70m east to west. The castle is located in a location that can be looked up at from the road side, and
the intention behind its construction in this location is clear. The area “Nakakaido” to the west of the castle
has traditionally been a residential area since the Yayoi period, and it can be assumed that the land division
of the area “Nakakaido” is a remnant of the Kamakura to Muromachi periods. The area “Donomae” on the
southwest side was a religious space with temples and shrines. The area “Goshokaidd” to the north was a
crossroads for major transportation routes, and is assumed to have been the site of a manor office during the
Heian period.

From the above analysis, the structure of the entire Monozume Castle ruins was modeled. It has become
clear that it was the castle of a group that continued to hold a politically dominant position intermittently in
the region since before the Middle Ages, and that the current village landscape retains the structure of that

time well.
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