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Another Fuwa “Seki” — On the Kozeki

by
Masayuki Nakai

Although it has been suggested that the three ancient seki—Suzuka-seki, Fuwa-seki, and Arachi-seki—
were complex checkpoint systems consisting of an Ozeki (Major Checkpoint) controlling the main roads and
an Ozeki (Minor Checkpoint) controlling the side roads, no archaeological site has yet confirmed the existence
of both types of seki in one location.

At Fuwa-seki in Mino, previous excavations have clarified the extent of the site and the structure of its

interior facilities. However, the corresponding Ozeki has so far only been inferred from place names and the
route of the early modern Hokkokukaido, without any concrete physical evidence.
In recent years, however, embankment-like elevations have been identified in the Kozeki area and along the
Fujiko River. Based on the discovery of embankment-like elevations aligned with the route from Omi to the
Owari and Ise, the existence of a facility in the Kozeki area that served functions of traffic surveillance and
defense.

In addition, part of the route southward toward Ise also joins the Tosando near Fuwa-seki, making it clear
that Fuwa-seki was located in a position to control multiple traffic routes. Since these features have already
been confirmed at Suzuka-seki, this could be a common location requirement for the three ancient seki.

Based on the above considerations, it is concluded that the Koseki functioned in a complementary relationship
with the Fuwa-seki —controlling both east—west and north—south transportation routes, while also reinforcing

the surveillance and defensive functions of Fuwa-seki.
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