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A Study on the Origins of Agriculture: Focusing on the Chugoku and Shikoku Regions,

Western Japan

by

Yutaka Nakamura

This paper has reviewed the transition from plant utilization to agriculture during the Late Jomon period,
focusing primarily on the Chugoku and Shikoku regions.

Lowland storage pits for preserving nuts increased from the Late Jomon period onward. Although
simultaneous coexistence is rare, even when settlements moved, continuity in resource utilization under similar
environmental conditions can be recognized. This indicates adaptation to the unstable terrain of alluvial plains.

Legume production began in the middle of the later Jomon period and became established from the middle
of the late Jomon period to the middle of the later Jomon period. Furthermore, its coexistence with vermilion
production is recognized at multiple sites, indicating a connection with Urushi utilization. The increase in the
number of sites during this period compared to the middle Jomon period or earlier suggests it was an important
livelihood.

In the last stage Jomon period, rice and Setaria italica westward beyond the Chiigoku and Shikoku regions,
Western Japan. Rice was distributed in the Chuigoku region, while Setaria italica to Kyushu region. The
appearance of Panicum miliaceum was delayed. Further details remain a subject for future research.

From the early to middle Later Jomon period, oblong stone tools distinctly different from the irregularly
shaped blades seen previously appeared. These tools were inherited by the stone reaping knives of the Yayoi
period. We must conduct usage trace analysis and experimental archaeology to determine their specific functions.

We intend to continue clarifying plant utilization and agriculture.
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