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Current Status and Analysis of the Research Project on Medieval and Early Modern
Castles —As Basic Work for the Next-Generation Castle Research and Studies

by
Ryo Okadera

Currently, one reference frequently cited in research on medieval and early modern castles within Japan
is the “Medieval and Early Modern Castle Survey Report.” This report was published through a national subsidy
program administered by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, primarily led by prefectural boards of education, to
clarify the locations and structures of medieval castles within their jurisdictions. While the vast accumulation
of survey data has seen individual castle information widely utilized locally, the current situation is that no
published results exist integrating and analyzing all this information comprehensively.

This paper analyzes and examines how the medieval and early modern castle survey project has been
implemented nationwide, based on the survey reports, positioning it as foundational work for the next generation

of castle surveys.
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