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Commemoration of the Southern Court in Modern Japan: Honouring

Hashimoto Masataka and the Tsuchimaru—-Ameyama Castles

by
Masahiko Otani

In the modern imperial state of Japan, the overthrow of the Kamakura shogunate and the Kenmu
Restoration led by Emperor Go-Daigo were reinterpreted to support a national ideology of loyalty and virtue;
in this context, Southern Court generals such as Kusunoki Masashige were glorified as ideal models of devotion
and used for state-directed moral education promoting national loyalty. This paper examines the commemorative
history of Hashimoto Masataka (1EEf, also written as IE ), a general affiliated with the Southern Court, and
how his former strongholds, Tsuchimaru and Ameyama castles, came to be commemorated, in order to explore
the relationship between local communities and the nation-state.

Masataka, believed to have been a member of the Kusunoki lineage, appears in limited historical records
from around the 1350s (the Shohei era of the Southern Court) onwards. After Kusunoki Masanori defected to
the Northern Court, Masataka emerged as a leader of the Southern Court. His bases, Tsuchimaru and Ameyama
Castles, are medieval mountain fortresses whose layouts have been confirmed through archaeological surveys,
and artefacts from the Nanbokucho period (ca. 1336—-1392) have been recovered. In 2013, these sites were
incorporated into the nationally designated Historic Site of the Hinesho Site. Historical sources indicate conflicts
between the Northern and Southern Courts over these castles, suggesting that Masataka held them intermittently
as his bases.

From the early modern period, the interpretation adopted in Dai Nihonshi([KHZA])came to treat
Masataka (1F8) and Masataka (1E %) as separate individuals. Building on this distinction, Masataka (1F ) was
posthumously awarded a court rank during in 1919, which in turn encouraged regional movements
commemorating his loyalty and achievements during the Taisho and Showa periods. In this process, the castles
served to facilitate and dramatise the expression of loyalty, and Masataka was positioned as the successor to
Kusunoki Masashige, an emblematic loyal retainer. Furthermore, the designation of these castle sites under
the Historic Sites, Places of Scenic Beauty, and Natural Monuments Preservation Law (enacted in 1919) was
closely tied to these commemorative activities. The veneration of Tsuchimaru and Ameyama Castles and of
Hashimoto Masataka thus illustrates how local hero images were incorporated into the state-sanctioned

historical narrative.
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