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Female Archaeologists in Fiction

by
Hitoshi Shimogaki

This paper examines female characters engaged in archaeological activities in fiction, as well as its traits
and social background. The paper analyzes approximately 1,000 female archaeologists depicted in Japanese
fictions, including translated works, and investigates the relationship between their characteristics and actual
archaeological activities from the perspective of public archaeology. Though the number of female archaeologists
in fictional works have been increased significantly since the 1980s, it turns out through detailed analysis that
persons with youth and beauty constitute the majority of women who actually play major roles, and that the
majority of the total number of archaeologists including supporting and minor roles are predominantly males.
As a result of this, fictional works have been reproduced and reinforced male-dominated image of archaeology.
Furthermore, it happens frequently that bizarre theories proposed by young and beautiful female archaeologists
within fictional works are accepted by the readers favorably. This is also an problem that shoud not be overlooked
in archaeology. Considering these situations, it is necessary to improve the relationship between archaeology

and fiction.

227



