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Green Glazed Pottery Production at the Rakusai Kiln Group near the Japanese Capital in
the 9th-10th Centuries

by
Teruhiko Takahashi

This paper aims to elucidate the historical situation of green-glazed pottery production in the Heian period,
focusing on the Rakusai kiln group near Heian-kyo, which has not been sufficiently studied, and I attempt to
examine various basic aspects of the Rakusai kilns.

First, the relationship between kiln structure and production content was reexamined. The Haikata kilns
in Rakusai were thought to have fired only unglazed wares because of their climbing kiln structures. However,
it can be concluded that green-glazed pottery was also fired in those kilns, based on other similar examples.

Next, I addressed the issue of the chronology of the kilns. By reviewing previous studies and analyzing
the relationship with other kilns in the vicinity of Heian-kyo, I clarified the process of kiln formation.

In addition, I pointed out that the engraved decorations and vessel shapes of the Rakusai green glazed
wares did not share the same characteristics as those of the Sanage wares, and argued that several types of
Tang Dynasty gold and silver wares were directly introduced as models when the Rakusai kilns were established.

Lastly, I mentioned the establishment of the gray and solid base of wares and small kilns with two fuel
holes as elements characteristic of Rakusai. The former was assumed to be due to the trend toward celadon
from China and the demand for hard wares that could withstand daily use. As for the latter, I pointed out that

information from China and the Korean peninsula had been introduced.
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