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The Political Situation after Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s Death and the Movements of
the “Go-Bugyo”

by

Tetsuya Tani

This paper analyzes the political situation after Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s death and the movements of the
“Go-Bugyo” leading up to the Battle of Sekigahara from multiple perspectives using new historical materials.

Chapter 1. This chapter examines the turning point from the impeachment of Tokugawa Ieyasu in January
of Keicho 4 to the fall of Ishida Mitsunari in the intercalary month of March, as well as Ieyasu’s revision of the
Taiko’s edicts in October. The logic driving the political situation after Hideyoshi’s death was “for the sake of
Hideyori” and “the Taiko’s edict,” with the former being the main point of contention over whether Ieyasu
should act as regent. Taga Hidetane sought Ieyasu’s ruling to gain an advantage in disputes over succession
and vassals. Ieyasu responded to requests from various feudal lords, thereby increasing his authority, and
used the revision of the Taiko’s edicts as an opportunity to improve his position within the government.

Chapter 2. The treatment of [juin Tadamune’s wife and children during the Shonai Rebellion was under
the jurisdiction of the Three administrators (San-Bugyo). After the revision of the edicts, Ieyasu began to hear
direct petitions from Tadamune’s wife, but he continued to collaborate with the Three administrators in
governing the regime.

Chapter 3. During the period of internal strife leading up to the Battle of Sekigahara, Asano Nagamasa
and his son Yoshinaga trusted Ieyasu’s military prowess and voluntarily offered hostages, clearly positioning
themselves on the side of the Eastern Army. On the other hand, they pointed out the Western Army’s lack of
organization and expressed their dissatisfaction with it.

In conclusion, the logic of “for the sake of Hideyori” had multiple layers, allowing daimyo to change their
positions according to the situation, as seen in the case of Taga Hidetane, who initially approached Ieyasu but

ultimately sided with the Western Army for his own interests.
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