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A Comparative Study of Ancient Cities in the World

by

Kunikazu Yamada

In order to consider the position of ancient Japanese cities in the world, we will first analyze ancient cities
from the 1st to 12th centuries in terms of area. We will broadly divide this period into Period I (1st to 3rd
centuries), Period II (4th to 6th centuries), Period III (7th to 9th centuries), and Period IV (10th to 12th
centuries), and classify cities into megacities with an area of 30 km? or more, large-sized cities with an area of
10 to 30 km?, medium-sized cities with an area of 5 to 10 km?, small cities with an area of 1 to 5 km?, and very
small-sized cities with an area of less than 1 km?. Examples of megacities include Chang’an (in the Later Han
Dynasty) and Teotihuacan in Periods I and II, Yecheng and Luoyang (in the Northern Dynasty) in Period II,
Chang’an, Luoyang (in the Tang Dynasty), and Baghdad of in Period III, and Angkor, Lin’an, and Kaifeng in
Period IV. In Japan, for example, Heian-kyo6 (Kyo6to, in Periods III and IV) was a large-sized city.

It is difficult to accurately estimate the populations of ancient cities, but it is estimated that Chang’an
(Period I1I), Angkor (Period IV), Lin’an (Period IV), Kaifeng (Period IV), and Luoyang (Period I1I) had populations
of over 400,000. Below them are cities with populations of 100,000 to 400,000. In the ancient world, cities with
populations of over 100,000, we can called “World-class cities”. In Japan, Heian-kyo6 (Kyo6to, Period IIT and IV)
falls into this category and can be evaluated as one of the world-class city.

Although the appearance of ancient cities in the Japanese archipelago was certainly late, it underwent

rapid development from Period III to Period IV.



