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The Excavations of Takashima-kurotsuchi Site in Okayama Prefecture and the Mith of the

Eastern Expedition of Emperor Jinmu

by

Kenichi Yano

YAMANOUCHI Sugao carried out the excavation of Kurotsuchi Site and Odomari Site in Takashima in
Koushimasoto-son, Oda-gun, Okayama Prefecture (the present Kasaoka City) in 1943 (Showa 18), and set
Kurotsuchil B1/B2 type pottery. This excavation was asked for in UKUMORI Keihou who was a member of
Ehime Investigation Committee for Historic Remains to prove that it was Takashima of Kasaoka City where
the Kibi Takashima Palace appeared in the myth of Emperor Jimmu’s Eastern Expedition. Ukumori also asked
the Kyoto Empire University for the excavation of both sites just after the Yamanouchi excavation, and
KOBAYASHI Yukio and others carried out the excavation. The Ministry of Education pushed forward a project
to appoint historic spots which appeared in the Myth of Emperor Jimmu’s Eastern Expedition as holy sites to
honor early in the Showa era. About the Kibi Takashima Palace which appeared in the myth, many proposed
sites competed for the legitimacy visiting the location, and not only old burial mounds (Kofun) but also the
existence of shell mounds and Jomon pottery was focused on as the important evidence. In other words, early
in the Showa era, it is indicated that it was recognized that the Jomon culture is an important component of

the Japanese culture during the history based on the myth.
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