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Thoughts of Michiko Ishimure
-which allow us to sympathize and move between the virtual world of
reality and the virtual world of emptiness.

Sachiko Takakahashi
Ristumeikan University,

Graduate School of Science for Human Services

ABSTRACT: This paper explores the fundamentals of human life, referring to the thoughts
of Michiko Ishimure, in the process of “the living” in which we human beings are given our
lives in this world, become an existent, and face the death. In addition, the meaning of being
“disabled” and certain life “circumstances” for both the person concerned and their families is
also explored. In concrete, through interpreting the two major works of Ishimure, “Paradise in
the sea of sorrow: our Minamata disease” and “Story of the sea of camellias,” I present her
thoughts of “the living” at the fundamental of existence, “the Soul.” In the first chapter,
based on the “Paradise in the sea of sorrow: our Minamata disease” I interpret narratives on
“the living” by Ishimure who holds the soul of the families of Minamata disease, from the two
viewpoints, “being insane” and “being beautiful.” In the second chapter, based on “Story of the
sea of camellias,” I interpret Ishimure’s own destiny of responsiveness from the beginning of
her life and how such her destiny influences her thoughts. In the third chapter, I focus on “the
living” and “sexuality,” the two essences of “the living,” and contemplate on the ambiguity of

“the sea of sorrow” and “the paradise.”
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