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Abstract

It is said that narcissists tend not to adapt to social relationships. Therefore, it is
essential that there is a social support structure around them. To use such social
support, they need to be aware of the existence of such. The purpose of this study is to
prove the effects of narcissism on perceived social support. In Study 1, the effects of
narcissism on perceived social support before and after the manipulation of an
ego-threat were examined. Participants were assessed regarding his/her perceived
support before and after writing an essay about either an ego-threat situation or a
neutral situation. As a result, though certain hypotheses were not supported, it was
proven that narcissism influences perceived social support and that the perceived
support varied significantly under an ego-threat state. In addition, it was also proven
that there are those who have stable/unstable support recognition for extreme
narcissism. In Study 2, the concrete context of experiencing an ego-threat was
investigated by interview. Through this interview, it was shown that narcissists are apt
to feel angry under an ego-threat state. Aside from this finding, the pattern of variance
regarding the perceived support in Study 1 was shown during daily situations. In this
study, the main stress falls on the fact that the perceived support of the narcissist
varies significantly under an ego-threat state. These findings are important in terms of
the adaptation of narcissism.






