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Tourism and Orang Asli Communities in Malaysia:
A Preliminary Report of Case Study on Cameron Highlands
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Abstract

This study focuses on people of Semai, a subgroup of Senoi among Orang Asli,
in Cameron Highlands, Peninsular Malaysia in order to investigate their
correspondence to tourism.

This area, at 1500 meter’s above sea-level among the peak of the main range
of Peninsular Malaysia and with cool temperature, was ‘discovered’ by a British
colonial government surveyor in 1885 and its fame then grew the during the
colonial era when British planters developed tea farms on the slopes of hills. The
Highlands with a long history of hill resort nowadays has changed into the
multiple spaces of eco-tourism, agro-tourism and ethnic (Orang Asli) tourism. In

this report the author gives a sketch of the actual situation how Semai people
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take part in and are involved in Orang Asli tourism as actor of “Tourism Theatre

of Cameron Highlands”.
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Overall tourists arrivals and receipts in Malaysia
(1997-2004)
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Negrito

pop. 2,972 (1993)
pop. 4,851 (2004)

Semai, Temiar, Semogq,

o;asl:ig Senoi Che Wong, Jahut,
Mah Meri
pop. 92,529 pop. 49,440 (1993)
(1993) pop. 80,972 (2004)
pop. 149,723
(2004)

Temuan, Semelai, Jakun,
Kanagq, Kuala, Seletar

Proto—Malay

pop. 40,170 (1993)
pop. 63,900 (2004)
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K1 AICTRIOTN—TFMFIAORE : 20045 (HAL 2 A)
State Senoi Negrito Melayu Asli Total
Kedah 0 232 0 232
Perak 45,092 2,133 720 47,945
Selangor 3,758 0 10,403 14,161
Negeri Sembilan 37 0 8,211 8,248
Melaka 23 0 1,385 1,408
Johor 3 0 11,393 11,396
Kelantan 8,820 1,098 0 9,918
Terengganu 653 28 0 681
Pahang 22,586 1,360 31,788 55,734
Total 80,972 4,851 63,900 149,723

(1) JHEOA PIFRERHZ X B

AR TTRMAER Aborigines | 265 [+ 5 > 7 A1) Orang Asli] ~OEHLFO
BHEMPRIND E LB, o oS REFNiom b, (7729
ND) DI 2=7 1 LOfEG. ORE. QAKREEA, ORE. OFEEB X
O—fctatt, QW% ©F v 7 7 0%l - B % EOUEFEBR 2T C& 7,
ZLT, INLoiRE XD RMICER T L7201 (L0BHIZED) £
2T A K & Em g OBEMMET b 2 OFNE (T7 T — 2 a YRS E ©
BERAHIT) N @ B I A O FH-AFE M S 2 720 ORI ASHED 5 T
&7z (5)s 29 L7ZJHEOA #7270y = 7 M, Kil - BR % &
7 A =7 4 O E RS (Emodst, BEISHT 2 mAREORELR & &
FEFE P TES DEFEOD ) KRR, SEZ DD, HSEFAEOR
RALZ RS, ez UL [FHRoR] 5 [TFHoR] ~oiifiz X5 & v
ILDTH o7,

L2 LR Z Z &2, JHEOA %3 U7 Bt S~ + I 7 2 ) A B
AR E LT, INE CTERMS L IEFOATFHA L Ko TELF TV T A



<L —=ITIBITLY =) ALADRHETT VT A S 179

Orang Asli
Villages in
Remoted
Areas
. PR,
" Plantation i Orang Asli

Areas of Oil Villages

Palm and Located at the

Rubber Edge of Jungle

Orang Asli

Villages in / Orang Asli
C.ameron l\ o <:> ! Villages in Urban
Highlands ¢ and Developing
Areas

qerene PP

S o Urban Regions _ ,-

—— —

©fujimaki,m.
K5 #7>7XUFOIMIERBIESR

[BHROR] Thotzd T v T AV, TOHMBMMELSUTOLIIZ3I DD
A TIZRITE Lo OBFEMRNEOEEH, QIS L 7T 7 — 3 a v
EDOBEFANE, @IERT BEEED 2 WIZBISEHIR O FBER, Fr 20 sng 52K
DX T T AVEIE, X AT T2 NAEEPETE2 S RA0E. whiEic
BT DA, V=) XAL5% ERBEPEATHDLF Yy AT 2N, T2 FFENIZBW T,
Bk 925 L) @IV E I RBIZE M, (DHERIZEHR, (cBIFsH &) 3 %
ATHEZLND,

) & EREEOPIIB W TRIBLSMICTRED 20z FE. FRERIR L
BOEErZEEho7 (K6). 2L Ty 1990FALLFED BIZSFHE R £ A7
TuY ey by 612V =) ALOIKRIZ K Y WS OAEEE - AR
BAENBI e, A7 07 A1) L LCORADEFALOMH S KFEIfE
AL ) ood L [HEE 2006],

75, B &) ISR ERE, AEEEICGRSEoNTA T T A
VIZESE . £ the hardcore poor & 5 W E4FHI H 4] special  target
group” D—D kL LTHARENL I L Lol HEIBIFIZEL T, B~
L — 2 7 TIEPgHERT A Y RM460 (BN A O I3 W, € 0455
@ RM230 A O (I AR (BERBEEOXGE) O—>o& L TEFRS LT



180 SEATERREE NSRS JE T AL 2 (91°5)

O O “u | efk-Eie

ASUTRVER
DG F

2RUARICBEINDIASOTRIME
X6 #*7>7RUisEeFdsEDBERHRSR
F 7 2T AT - AR OB & o T, 19504E K F TP 24 -
FASSAT & S TR ISR S N BAOMR L H T EZ, L L. BIHFOREBGE
OFREME Y . B DHVIZFASSHISOIERIC & > Tefk - FSHESICHARENT
WZHEW, F T v T AV HEIF SR EDOKBIMEO T SNDL 2k o7,

5705, 20014E OFRHE I L [NST: April 14, 2001: Orang Asli homes
ready in October], # 7 > 7 A ) #4312 - TR H I RM460 LLF 0 £ [ iy
FEERIE81% . & BRI RAER & 7% & i A RM230 LU o £ ik 3R
1346% 12D B ATWAD LD EHEEZNT WA (20074F 8 ABIFE. RM1 =#J30~
BH)e YL =T TRIFOLRE IV, LB~ L — 2 7 OFE R L)
19704:C49.3% Td - 72 DA%, 19874:6.1% . Z L T20024F12135.1% & A FE I
WA L2 EZZZIUE, WRICE T 2T 2 ORFFKEDHS AL DH
LNHLLTHS I,

ZZTCTBUFIE. 7 7 AR L CHENABRORELY 5.2 5 2 L2k
D A RIRTE D S B S, M2 CTHERE & ol - 2% @ LT, Finfhss -
BIZRENOREZIREL LD L LT0h, 28 213, BEEREPRL R TW
A7 ETiE, TERGIRD 720D —1) X4 ] [F3F 2004] ~OZN% -



<L —=ITIBITLY =) ALADRHETT VT A S 181

UHF T 5,

LA L. 29 LEWERED X )12, EOREEEILEINTVIDON, F7:,
V=) ALADERMPES DES LLEFBIZED L ) LB a2 RIZLTW50
P EHICAT YT A BREFENEE LTy —1) XA REEIIICHD AA T
BLDOPEDNIONT, ZOERBIETFICHLAIIES N TR RV,

KETIE, FYATINAT Y FOF Ty 7 AVHEEREFE LT, DLEo
HEIZOWTERLTALZ L ET 5,

4. V—UYRXLZBHELTODF A+ AQANAT R

Fr AT oA Ty RiE, 2SO IHAETEE, RIMBLOTr 77 VIHED
5% AT V2 IR 8 A HE 51000~2000m B O L 4 1B E M2 H Tdh 5o 7 D HuE
ZRRIE, 18854EIZZ i x [R L7z EAFAE O F v A 10 > W. Cameron
DHIZHFET 2, AEEIGEShE LT, $A5RE LT Hirn, 5HT
PR LV THEEOBSEE LT L=V TR L SN TW S
(BE 1),

8 H ORI DA, & HIZHPEIEH 72 SRS H O & b 29, %
DT % 73— Tapah %* & 25 72 1L3E %2 4 R — Ipoh fHiL 2 5H OV — b %o T,
L OBREDPHFHE, KEBENZZEQTR>TL b T o=
L= aARhbEY L= TENZT TR, YU AR=LRTABHDY =)
AMDPENT EIZRD s FRMEFEIZHANL EAEANY =) A MO TY
MABENEL 2T IV TVEBREEPSRKI) LY v 5 22 —T5~ 6
BT CHF vy AT N, T2 FIZEAT LT 7 7 ANORED. Bk 7 IVETNS
BEDVORLHICTAIENTE S,

Fr AT UNA T Y FOEZLZBOUREIL, Wi, iz Evwo L
FTOO LR HEM, TR - 4 FTF/ - R T YRR EOBDLER. N
YIIGAT =T [T TAVN] RO MLy X7, IWIHRET



182 SEATERREE NSRS JE T AL 2 (91°5)

BEE1 F+Xx0O>/N15>K -BohTeaFirm (20071 87 H)

£2 FHAOINATL ROIMFIBEREOHERS : 1947~975F

1947 1966 1974 1982 1990 1997
ELSEN 95.0% 78.0% 76.0% 73.0% 72.0% 62.0%
b 1.7% 3.8% 3.8% 9.3% 10.2% 17.8%
A - RA 2.7% 10.8% 10.8% 9.7% 9.5% 7.5%
iy (&, ) 0.6% 9.4% 9.4% 8.0% 8.3% 12.7%
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