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Abstract

Gurkha Dynasty in Nepal proclaimed the first Nepalese statute, Muluki Ain,
in 1854. This law aimed to set up a Nepalese caste system to establish a solid
social foundation by uniting multi-ethnic people within the kingdom.
Thereafter the Nepalese caste system has been enrooted among the kingdom,
and it has been still remaining as a social custom of Nepal although it has been
legally abolished in contemporary Nepal.

The present author of this paper adopted several Nepalese university
students as local research assistants and let them interview totally 368
dwellers in Pokhara, Nepal, in the summer of 1989. Those interviewed consist
of 5 major castes, Bahun (Brahman), Chhetri, Gurung, Newar, and Nachhune
(Untouchables) .

Our research finds that all these major castes agree on the hierarchical

ranking of Pokhara caste system, that is, Bahun > Chhetri > Matwali (Gurung)
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> Nachhune.

This coincidence may be proved that the contemporary Nepalese have been
still influenced strongly with the ancient Indian model of “Varna system”
(Brahmana > Kshatrya > Vaisha > Sudra). However, concerning to internal
caste ranking within Matwali, their hierarchical cognition differ considerably.
“Matwali” consists of more than ten Mongolian ethnic groups of respectively
different Tibet-Burman languages such as Magar, Gurung, Bhote, Takhali,
Tamang, Rai, Limbu and so on. When Brahmans and Chhetris established
Gurkha dynasty, those Mongolian ethnic groups were forcefully situated within
the present caste hierarchy. As for the ranking of major caste groups, Nepalese
people shows an objective coincidence, but, concerning the caste ranking

within Matwali groups, they present considerable subjective differences.
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80(100.0) 80(100.0) | 79( 98.8) | 80(100.0) | 80(100.0) | 79( 98.8) | 80(100.0)
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0C 00) | o( 00) |29( 38.7) 18( 25.4) | 80(100.0) | 80(100.0) | 80(100.0)
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®r7—=n| 3( 55 | 5( 94) | 2( 37) | 2( 38) - 1 1.9 10 19 | 20 37
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65( 95.6) | 68(100.0) | 66( 97.1) | 67( 98.5) | 67( 98.5) | 67( 98.5) | 68(100.0)
1( 15) 66( 98.5) | 65( 95.6) | 66( 98.5) | 68(100.0) | 65( 95.6) | 68(100.0)
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@=H—=n| o 00) [ 0( 00) - 37( 54.4) | 39(582) | 0 00) | o 00) | 0( 00)
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67( 98.5) | 68(100.0) | 68(100.0) | 67( 98.5) | 68(100.0) 66( 97.1) | 68(100.0)
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8-6. S EATH D [P v/x= (HEAN)] OH—X M EDOEEDT
K7 H—ZALFEITO [T x/1N= (BEAN)] (X9 25854

ik VXN A—A S - T— R
Lk N7y | Feby | xH—n | sy | Ru—n | red Iy 73
82(100.0) | 80( 98.8) | 50( 69.4) | 44( 62.9) | 58( 87.9) | 7( 88) | 3( 3.7) | 4( 4.9
. 0C 00) | 0oC 00) |21(292) |22(314) | 5 76) | 1( 13) | 1( 12) | 1( 12)
0C 00) | 1C 12) | 1C 14) | 4C 57 | 3( 45) | 720 90.0) | 77( 95.1) | 76( 93.8)
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. 1(125) | 2(286) | 6(66.7) | 26(765) | 5(625) | 0( 0.0) 1 91 | o( 0.0)
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8( 10.0) 7( 88) | 9(11.3) | 34( 425) | 8(10.0) | 11( 13.8) | 11( 13.8) | 10( 12,5)
48( 90.6) | 45( 86.5) | 34( 69.4) | 36( 72.0) | 45( 88.2) | 11( 22.4) | 11( 22.4) | 13( 26.0)
Ao— 10 19 | 4C 77 | 6(122) | 9(180) | 5( 98 | 3( 6.1) 3(6.1) | 1( 20)
4( 75) | 3( 58 | 9(184) 5( 10.0) 1( 2.0) | 35( 71.4) | 35( 71.4) | 36( 72.0)
53( 96.4) | 52( 94.5) | 49( 89.1) | 50( 90.9) | 51( 92.7) | 49( 89.1) | 49( 89.1) | 50( 90.9)
61(924) | 62(925) | 5( 77 | 10(152) | 7(10.6) | 3( 45) | 3( 44) | 4( 59)
gk 0 00) | 2( 3.0) | 53(815) | 52(788) [ 50( 758 | 2( 3.0) [ 2( 29) | 2( 29)
5( 76) | 3( 45) 7( 10.8) 4( 6.1) | 9(136) | 62(92.5) | 63(92.6) | 62( 91.2)
66( 97.1) | 67( 985) | 65( 95.6) | 66( 97.1) | 66( 97.1) | 67( 98.5) | 68(100.0) | 68(100.0)

B =B A=A - = b A% R L TV 2 & ()
ETB=HEA—A L T RSN TH D EBEML TV B EEE ()
FEE=Yv82 (HAN) & DAL EGEERL T2 HR)BIE . (5F)
DB = MR ()

[Tx8= (HAN) ] L& BUHA S 7 \THEICHNS HARADZ & T,
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9. #E5

EHEE ST, A= VORI FIIBITL [TA=Y T4 L] (IR
1985) i L7z L ddH b, T T RN FICBIT 2 RERFH D [FIREHR
b3 2HiHE LT, (1) TOEMD HEIEBE] okEsE, (2) Zo%EH
BN = —DHEAET LI LD 52 WIC L2 e 03d 5 (A
1985:83-85) c = DFkZe 5N 72 SN VBRI, 722 2 F BN oL R
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