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Subjective Authenticity in the Contemporary Catholic Pilgrimage

from the viewpoint of Dark Tourism
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Abstract

This paper examines the authenticity that take places in the contemporary
catholic pilgrimage from the viewpoint of “Dark Tourism”. Based on the studies
about the shade and spectrum of dark tourism, the present study propose to
describe dark tourism site as the place made by the guest’s sense of values and
the historical view. In catholic sacred places, the relics are located in the
symbolic center. The relics were the ultimate goal of pilgrimage for the
catholic believers. However it make no more sense for the contemporary
guests of sacred places which don’t believe the Catholic Church. For pilgrims
without belief, the relics are understood as exhibits of museum. On the
contrary, in contemporary pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, the
monuments for dead pilgrims make a new type of authenticity and it add the

feature as dark tourism to this pilgrimage.
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