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The Postwar History of the Sites of Memories on
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Abstract

Both Hiroshima and Nagasaki are the cities which were atomic bombed in
1945. But, we cans see some differences between them. Hiroshima preserves
the huge remnants of atomic bombed building, but Nagasaki removed and
reconstructed the atomic bombed Urakami cathedral in March, 1958.

Nevertheless, at the same time, we can see some resemblance between
them. In early postwar period, Hiroshima city and media often argued Atomic
Dome should be removed because it reminded Hiroshima citizens of their
disastrous experience. So, Hiroshima had the possibility that it lost the huge
atomic bombed remnants as well as Nagasaki. Moreover, in a sense,
preservation of Atomic bombed Dome may be based on fading of memories on
former experience.

Visiting the remnants and monuments of atomic bombed damages may be
supposed to be one of dark tourism. But, while we focus on the “darkness”,
what memory do we inherit and what memory do we forget? This paper
analyze the politics of the construction of “the site of Memories on Hiroshima

and Nagasaki” through comparing the postwar history of those cities.
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