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ABSTRACT

This article provides a review of changes in conceptions of validity in psychometrics
and in educational measurement. Validity, as well as reliability, is a fundamental construct
in testing theory. In Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing (Standards
hereafter), which addresses technical and professional issues of test development and use,
validity refers to “the appropriateness, meaningfulness, and usefulness of the specific
inferences made from test scores” (1985, p. 00 ). This concept, combined with Messick’s
conceptualization of validity (the foundation of Standards), has been influential in current
validity theory. In order to provide background knowledge for those who are concerned
with language testing, a history of Standards is introduced briefly in this article, followed by
a comparison of the traditional view of validity and of the current view conceptualized by
Messick. Finally, the influence of the changes of validity issues to the field of language

testing and various implications for the field are presented.
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A test item in an examination of mental attributes is a unit of measurement with a stimulus
and a prescriptive form for answering; and, it is intended to yield a response from an
examinee from which performance in some psychological construct (such as an ability,
predisposition, or trait) may be inferred.(p.0d0 )
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The term “test score” is used generically here in its broadest sense to mean any observed consistency,
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not just on tests as ordinarily conceived but also on any means of observing or documenting consistent
behaviors or attributes. This would include, for instance, any coding or summarization of observed
consistencies on performance tests, questionnaires, observation procedures, or other assessment devices.
This general usage also subsumes qualitative as well as quantitative summaries and applies for example, to
protocols, clinical interpretations, and computerized verbal score reports. (1989, p.00 )
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