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Are Negro spirituals, which became widely known to the people in the US and later to the
world in conjunction with the rise to fame of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, really “the articulate
message of the slave to the world” as W. E. B. Du Bois states in the fourteenth chapter of his
The Soul of Black Folk? My answer to the above question is “No.” That is, the spirituals are
not the “articulate” message of the slaves but rather their “obscure” message. As
emancipationists from the North promoted the activities of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, the
spirituals performed by the group were arranged to meet the criteria of European music.
While the message of the songs had been originally ambiguous as the slaves had no
freedom to express their ideas and feelings in public, it became even more obscured when
the music and words were changed to accommodate the preferences of white audiences.
This paper explores how George White and Henry Ward Beecher, two Northern
emancipationists, opened the heavy door of opportunity for the Fisk students and guided
their ascent to fame as singers. Through a close examination of a selection of the Jubilee
Singers’ repertoire, | argue that the eminence of the songs themselves overshadows the fact
that they were arranged for concert performance. The contribution of the original Jubilee
Singers to the Spiritual practice is not that they reproduced the voices of the slaves but that
they started a concert tradition of Black Spirituals, which, in turn, engendered a new cultural

impression of African Americans as being musically talented and sophisticated.
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Roll, Jordan, roll, roll, Jordan, roll,

| want to go to heaven when | die, To hear Jordan roll.
Oh, brothers, you ought t'have been there, Yes, my Lord!
A sitting in the Kingdom, To hear Jordan roll.
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2. Oh, preachers you ought t'have been there, &c.
dod0o0ooooooooooboooooooa

3. Oh, sinners, you ought, &c. ooooooooobooo

4. Oh, mourners, you ought, &c. goooOooooooobooo
5. Oh, seekers, you ought, &c. goooooboooooo
6. Oh, mothers, you ought, &c. ooooooooooo

7. Oh, sisters, you ought, &c. gooooooooooo

(#7 “Roll, Jordan, Roll”)

gobgooboobooboobooboobooboboooboboobobooboobobooboo
gobooboooboobooboobooboooboboobobobooboboboobOoo
gboobooobooboboboooboooboboboboobooobobobobooobobOoDno
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My brudder sittin’ on de tree of life, An" he year de when Jordan roll;
Roll, Jordan, Roll, Jordan, Roll, Jordan, roll!
O march de angel march, O march de angel march;

O my soul arise in Heaven Lord, For to year de when Jordan roll.

2. Little chil’en, learn to fear de Lord,

And let your day be long; Roll, Jordan, &c.

3. O, let no false nor spiteful word

Be found upon your tongue; Roll, Jordan, &c.

gobooooboooboooooooboooobooOooboboooooo
goooooooOooboOooooOooooOobooooooo
gooOooooboooooboooon
gobooooboooboooooooooboobooo
gooooooooobOooooOoooooooooooooooooooon

2 00000000DOO0O0DOOOODboOO
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. 000oboooooooooag
O00o0o0o0o0ooooOoUooUoUoUoUOoOooooooge

gobgoobooboobooboobobobobooobooboobooboobooboo
goboobooboobooboooboboobooboobooboobooboobDObo
gobooboobooboobobooboboobooobooboboobooboobooboo
goboobooboobooboooobooboobooboobooboobooDbo
goboobooboobooboboooboboobooobooboboobooboobooboo
gobooboobooboobooboboobooobooboobooboobooboo
gbobobobooooboooobooboboboobooobooooboo
gbooooobooobooboobooboobooobbooobooboobooboooo
goboobooboobooboooboboobooboobooboobooboobDbo
gobooboobooboobooobobooboooboboboobooboobooboo
goboobooboobooboooboboooboobobooboboobooboobooboo
oo
gbobooobooboboboboooboboboobooboooboboboobobobobon
gboobooooooboboboobooooobobobDoooobobOobobooboboobo
DEII]EIDEIDIHZIHDHEIDEIDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Swing low, sweet chariot, Coming for to carry me home.

Swing low, sweet chariot, Coming for to carry me home.

1. I looked over Jordan, and what did | see, Coming for to carry me home?

A band of angels coming after, me, Coming for to carry me home.

goboooooooooocooon
gooooooooooooobooooboooooooon

gobooooooooooboooo
gooooooooooooooboooboooobooooon

lL.00000oo0ooooboooooooooooooo
gooooooooooooooOooboOooobooooo
gooooooooooooooo
gooooooooooboooboooobooboOoooboooon

2. If you get there before I do, 0 O O,

Tell all my friends I'm coming too, O O [ .
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3. The brightest day that ever | saw, 0 0 O,
When Jesus wash'd my sins away, 00 00 [ .
4. I'm sometimes up and sometimes down, 0 0 0O,

But still my soul feels heavenly bound, 0 O 0. 0O #2 “Swing low, sweet Chariot”(

2. 0000000000
goooooooooooobooooooo

. 00oobooooboooooobooooo
goooooooooooooooooDo

4. 000000000000
gbooooooooooooooo

No. 2. Swing low, sweet Chariot.

I
|
\ Swing low, sweet char-i-ot, Com-ing for to car - ry me home.

bl oB P
S Ty
o83 t R e e
T
Py A - —
5—— ::E:::'_ﬂ__n_*_. R o
E§__.,—‘":: Y g :'BEL_ T e
v bv g a]
1. I looked o - verJor-dan, and whatdid I s:e,
2. If you  get there be - fore I do,
3. Thebright - est_ duythat ev - or I suw,
4 I'm som - times up and  some - times down,
e A DN
= Nl e
G=p=p= =
s 9 7 7

Com-ing for fo cor-ry mo home? A band of an- gels
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gobooobooooooooooobooOoobooooboooobooooOoOoooo

goobooboooobooboobooboobooobobooboobooboboboobOoo
gbobobooobooboobomoooboobobobooobooooobooboobobooo

gooooooobooobobboooobboooobbooobobbooobDboooDLD
gobgoobooobooboobooboobobooboboobooboboobobobooboo
gbobooooboobobobooboooon

When Israel was in Egypt’s land: let my people go,
Oppress’d so hard they could not stand, let my people go.
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Go down, Moses, Way down in Egypt land,
Tell ole Pharoh, Let my people go.
(#10 Go down, Moses)

gobooooboooooooooobooooboooooboooon
gbobooooooooooooooooboooono
goboooobooooooooon
goboooooooboooooog

No. 19. @50 vown, Moses.

115, Your foes shall not before you stand,

¢ When Israel out of Egypt came,
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Let my people go;

Let them come out with Egypt's spoil,
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gooooooooooooobooooboOoooooooDooooDo

gboooooooobOoooo2sgoooboobooobobooobobooooooon
goomoooooboobobooooooboobobDooooboboboboobooob o
gbooboooao
gooooooobuooboobooboobbooboboobooboobooboobDo
gbobobobooooboooboobooboboboobooboobooboobooboobo

Way over in the Egypt land, You shall gain the victory,
Way over in the Egypt land, You shall gain the day.

March on, and you shall gain the victory, March on, and you shall gain the day.
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(#44 “March On”)
gooboooOo0o0o00o0oboboobobooog
goobooboooooooboboobobooboooooog
gbobooobooooooobooboobobobobobooboooooo

Oh, ain’t I glad, Oh, ain’t | glad, Oh! ain't | glad, I ain’'t a going to die no more;
Going to meet those happy Christians sooner in the morning,

Sooner in the morning, Sooner in the moring,

Meet those happy Christians sooner in the morning, | ain’t a going to die no more.

(#50 “I ain’'t going to die no more”)

goboooooboooobooooooooooobooooboooooo
gobooooboooobooboooooooooobooOooooo
goooooooooobooooo
gobooooboooobooooooooooobooooooo
goooooboooooogoo

I'm going to live with Jesus, A soldier of the Jubilee,

I'm going to live with Jesus, A soldier of the cross.

Oh, when you get there remember me, A soldier of the Jubilee,
Oh, when you get there remember me, A soldier of the cross.

O #54 “I'm going to Live with Jesus”(

gooooooooooboooooooon
oobOboooboooboooooooooo
goooooooooobooooboooboooooboooo
gobooooboooobooooooooooobooooooo

goboooboooboobooboooboooboooboboobooboobobobooboo
gobgooboobooboobooboobooboboboboobobooboobobooboo
goobooboooobooboobooboobooobobooboobooboboboobOoo
gooo

gooo
gboobooooboooobobobooboobooboobobobobooboobooobo
goobgooboooboobooboooboobobooboboobooboobobobooboo
gooooomoom«shout’'0 00 O0O00O0OOOODOOODOOOOOOODOOODOOO
gboboboooooobobobobooboooooboobOoboboboobooooo
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640 00000000000 “When shall  getthere’D 000000 0O0OO0ODOOODOOO
gooog

There is a heavenly home up yonder, There is a heavenly home up yonder,
There is a heavenly home up yonder, Oh! when shall | get there?
1. Old Pilate says, | wash my hands; when shall | get there?

I find no fault in this just man; when shall | get there?

gooooooboooooooooOooooOooooOooooooboooboooo

gobobooooboooooooooooooooooooobooooboboooono

lL.0oo0oooooobooooboooooobooobooOooboOoooog
gooooooboooooooooooooooboooooboooobooono

8900000000000 “Good old Chariot”"0 O M 000000000 OODOOOOOO
gbobobooooboobooboobobobobooboboooboobooboobo

Swing low, sweet chariot, Swing low, sweet chariot, Swing low, sweet chariot,
Don't you leave me behind. Oh, Don’t you leave me behind.
1. Good old chariot, swing so low, Good old chariot, swing so low,

Good old chariot, swing so low, Don't you leave me behind, Oh.

goboooooooooooooooboooobooooobooon

gobooooobooooooooo

gooooobooooooooboooboooooo

lL. 00000o0ooo0oboo0oooooooooobooOoOobooOooon
goooooooOoooooooboOoooboooboooooo

O00OC0O0OO00oOO0oo0oooooosiooooooooooooon0Od“oh, wasn't that
awide River’000000O0OCO0OOODOOODOOODOOODOODOODOOOOOOOOO
gboboboooobooboobobobobooboooboooboobaoonbo

Oh, wasn't that a wide river, river of Jordan, Lord? wide river!
There’s one more river to cross, Cross.
1. Oh, the river of Jordan is so wide, One more river to cross;

| don’t know how to get on the other side; One more river to cross.

goboboooboooooooooooobooOoOobooOoooOoboOoooboboOoooDo
gooooobo0ooobooooobooDo
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L. 00000o0ooooooooboo0oobooooooooooOoo
goooooooooooooooooboooooboboooooboooboOoooDooo

gboobooooboooobobobooboobooboobboobobooboobooobo
goboooboooboobooboooboooboooboboobooboobobobooboo
gbobobooooboobonoo

"Tis Jordan’s river, and | must go 'cross, 'Tis Jordan’s river, and | must go 'cross;
"Tis Jordan'’s river, and | must go 'cross; poor sinner, fare you well.
1. Am | a soldier of the Cross? Yes, my Lord!
Or must | count this soul as lost? Yes, my Lord!
2. As | go down the stream of time, Yes, my Lord!
I leave this sinful world behind, Yes, my Lord!
3. Old Satan thinks he’ll get us all, Yes, my Lord!
Because in Adam we did fall, Yes, my Lord!
4. If you want to see old Satan run, Yes, my Lord!
Just shoot him with a Gospel-gun, Yes, my Lord!

(#94 ““Tis Jordan’s River”)

gobooooboooobooooooooooobooooooo

goboooooooOoboooooooobooOoooDo

L. 000o00oo0ooooooooooooo
goooooooooooobooooobooooon

2. 00000000000O0/00000o00boooDO

3. 0000000000000000000/70000000000O0O0O0O00O

4. 0000000000000 /7000000000OO

gboobooooboooobobobooboobooboobboobobooboobooobo
goboooboooboobooboooboooboooboboobooboobobobooboo
gbobooooogonog

| don't care where you bury my body, Don't care where you bury my body,
Don't care where you bury my body, O my little soul’s going to shine, shine,
O my little soul’s going to shine, shine, All around the heav’'n going to shine, shine.
All around the heav'n going to shine, shine.

(#98 Shine, Shine)
gooboobooooooobobobobobobooobooo
gooo00oo0oo0o00o0o0o0oo0ob0obobooboooog
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gooooooooooooo
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00000000000 “Good News, the Chariot's Coming’0 000000000 0O00O0O
goodooobobobobbobbooodooooboobobobbobooUUUooooo
gobobooboooboa

Good news, the chariot’'s coming, Good news, the chariot’'s coming,
Good news, the chariot’s coming, | don’t want her leave-a me behind.
Going up in the chariot, carry me home, Ride up in the chariot, carry me home,

Ride up in the chariot, carry me home, And | don’t want her leave-a me behind.

goboooboooooooooooboooobooooboooon
gooboooboooooboooooboooobooooooooooo
gobooooboooooooobooobobooooobog
gooooopboOoooooooobooboooooo
gobooooooooooooooooooboooobooooooooooooo

0000008900000 d“Swing low, sweet chariot, 0 00 O Don't you leave me behind.d O O
Good old chariot, swing so low, O 0O O Don't you leave me behind, Oh.’"O0 0000000000
Jooo0boooobooobobooooboooboboooobooooboooobooo
0000000000 m@bOO0Ob0O0ObOOoOoDOooDOoo©*swing low, sweet chariot, Coming
fortocarrymehome.” 0 0000000000000 DODOO0ODODOOOOOOO0ODOOOODOO
gdoboooboomoobooobooboon
gobusdbboobogoboobooboboa

2. There’s a long white robe in the heaven, | know,
A long white robe in the heaven, | know. A long white robe in the heaven, | know.
And | don’t want her leave-a me behind.

There a golden crown in the heaven, | know, A golden crown O O O

3. There’s a golden harp in the heaven, | know, A golden harp O O O

There's a silver slippers in the heaven, | know, Silver slippers [0 0 O
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We have songs for the rich and the poor;
We have songs for the sad and the tearful,
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