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Abstract

Before the Second World War, most of the Japanese Canadian fishermen around Mio,
Wakayama prefecture, were employed for gill-net fishing in the salmon canneries that were
located around Stevestone. Although recent studies have sought to re-examine the lives of
those fishermen, other aspects of the fishing industry have not been adequately investigated.
These include phenomena revolving around secondary immigration, fisheries other than
salmon, and other activities besides fishing,

This paper therefore attempts to explicate the development of the Japanese Canadian
boatbuilding industry in the history of Canada’s fishing industry, by examining the personal
history of Mr. Seishi Mukai.

Mr. Seishi Mukai was born as the fourth son of a shipwright in 1909 in Hiki village, Nishi-
Muro-gun, Wakayama prefecture. In 1914 his elder brother (born in 1887), moved to
Canada, and started working as a shipwright at a shipyard in Colonial Cannery located in
Steveston. Before long, he invited his eldest son (born in 1914), and other family members to
Canada. When power-driven fishing boats were developed, Tomiichi encouraged his
younger brother, Mr. Mukai who had been studying boatbuilding technology, to come to
Canada in 1928.

In 1931, Mr. Mukai, without getting a fishery license, was in charge of the delivery of
caught fish at B. A. Cannery in Port Essington. In 1932 he fixed a broken fishing boat whose
owner was from the same town as him. That same year, he also started assisting in the
boatbuilding industry, which was run by people from Matsubara village, Inugami-gun in
Shiga prefecture. Since his predecessors had never learned shipbuilding techniques in
Japan, he thus became the person in charge. A little after the development of power-driven
fishing boats in Steveston, this technology was introduced to the area at the mouth of Skeena
River. This made the boatbuilders aware of the importance of his boatbuilding techniques.

In 1939 at the Lighthouse Cannery site (which was burned down in 1918) in Steveston, Mr.
Mukai became the first Japanese Canadian who established a shipyard separated from the
cannery. Since cost was standardized within the region, it was possible for him to become
independent because of his expertise in shipbuilding techniques. Unlike the Nikkei

Japanese-Canadians who ran shipbuilding industries in Vancouver, those in Steveston were
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mainly from Nishi-or Minami-Muro-gun, in Wakayama prefecture. Their historical conditions
were a marked contrast to the conditions faced by fishermen employed in canneries from
Mio area in Hidaka-gun, Wakayama prefecture.

Japanese shipwrights played a significant role in the development of power-driven fishing
boats after the 1920s. Until then, either local Canadians or the Japanese who had some
carpentering experience had taken care of simple repairs of boats. However, we cannot
discuss the building of new power-driven boats without bringing up the considerable
contribution by Japanese Canadian shipwrights who had learned shipbuilding techniques in
Japan, particularly those from Nishi-or Minami-Muro-gun, in Wakayama prefecture, where a

number of shipwrights had been produced.
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