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Abstract

Japan achieved miraculous economic development after World War 1. Large Japanese
corporations sent thousands of business men to major cities of the world in order to develop
their overseas business. This meant that “Japanese communities” that exceeded the
geographical concept of the nation-state were transplanted into those cities. Most business
men and their family members migrated for several years, during which they lived inside
“Japanese communities” almost without relating with local people, after which they returned
home.

In the 1990s “globalization” drew global attention. The international competitiveness of
Japanese enterprises decreased due to the post-bubble depression, and increased
competition from Euro-American multinationals. As this unfolded, more Japanese stationed
overseas have begun to relate with local societies, giving up the insular life of expatriates
dependent on the state of ‘Japan’.

Ever since the rise of the Japanese economy in the 1980s, some Japanese businessmen
who married local women in Manila have been practicing relating to both ‘national groups’
of ‘Japanese society’ and local society. Here | mainly focus on the experiences of one such
couple, a Japanese man, Mr. T and his wife, Ms. A, based on my interviews with them
concerning his arrival in the 1980s as a business man, their marriage, and their life
experiences over during 15 years in Manila. In addition, | also look at the experiences of
other Filipino — Japanese couples in Manila as they told them to me.

I examine the possibilities for a deconstruction of the boundaries between nation states
and for a new life practice in the context of “globalization” through their interaction, which
involves learning the culture and values of two “national communities” in Manila and
creating plural culture and concepts, overcoming the politico-economic disparities between

the two countries.

Keywords: Globalization, Japanese immigrants, international marriage, Philippines,

everyday practice
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