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Abstract

Anesaki Masaharu, the esteemed scholar of comparative religions at Tokyo University, spent
three months in Italy in 1908. One of the objectives of his journey was to visit the homeland of Saint
Francis of Assisi and find comparisons between Francis and his contemporary, the Japanese Pure
Land Saint Honen. He also examined the similarities between the Roman Catholic Church and
established Buddhism, concluding that both were corrupt and in need of a spiritual revival, led by a
charismatic leader such as Francis or Honen. These thoughts are expressed in literary, not

expository, form, in the travelogue Hanatsumi nikki (Hakubunkan, 1909).
Keywords : Honen, Francis of Assisi, Anesaki Masaharu
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