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Summary

Mori Ogai translated Hans Christian Andersen’s novel Improvisatoren (1835) as Sokkyé Shijin
(1902). Its fame and popularity has been so enormous that it is considered to be one of the classics
of modern Japanese literature. Allured by C)gai’s superb translation into an elegant and flowing
literary language, many readers in Japan have expressed their admiration. There is, however, not
so much equivalence between the original Improvisatoren and the translated Sokkyo Shijin. No one
can talk about the literary world of Andersen on the basis of Ogai's translation. Sokkyd Shijin is in
fact not an ordinary translation of literature but a genuine work of cultural translation. Ogai
transgressed the bounds of translation.

Andersen’s fascination of Italy as a Scandinavian was thus reinforced and adapted to the Japanese
soil by Ogai. He re-created the image of Italy and made it absorbable and amiable for the Japanese

readers. It was a great feat.
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