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Abstract

Zora Neale Hurston's Moses, Man of the Mountain, published in 1939, is a retelling of Moses in
the Old Testament. The work has received relatively little critical attention. The black literary
authorities in 1930-40 rejected it because of the lack of social view points. It was not until her death
in 1960 that the work was reevaluated to be one of the great records of Afro-American people, being
that Moses in the story was a great leader and hero of the tribe. This paper attempts to change our
understanding of Moses to a hero who adventures in his own internal world, rather than an
external place like the Biblical Moses.

Hurston’s Moses struggles to find the secret of human existence to teach it to the Hebrews.
When he crosses the Red Sea from Egypt to the Middle East—that is, from a nation under the rule
of man-made laws to a place where he is subject to no law except the laws of “tooth and talon"—he
feels free from everything. He learns that humans are free by nature. This freedom is innate to
human beings, but it is easily exploited, much like the Hebrews. Once freedom is lost, it is difficult
to reclaim, because it cannot be given from others. Instead, it must be taken back by one’s own
efforts.

Thus, in this work, Hurston shows if freedom means returning to our natural state, humans
must individually understand how it should feel. Therefore, freedom is not only from the bond of
slavery, but the most important matter that every human must always examine—that they are not

controlled by anyone else or by their own desires.
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BOED)THD, HEADLFOITEZ, THICHFEOEREZBLZDOLBDLIDOTH S,
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Moses (3 Jethro IZFD 5N D &, [FFEZTD L DI L) IZE LS | (Moses 223) £\
Peixag:, BUE, Rk, L) RH OB EZMEET 5, Jethro D&EFNIZ 2 THD Y, Moses
DR 0 L TREICEE< o

Moses DEF L Z ZTEH ENZZDITAZDZD, A ATTIVAICHBEE I RIZ, ABEL
THELERIEIV) TEPZFREHZONT VARV, Moses 1340 HIINCEY £z, 1%
X935, £ZAH0 Moses DESFH Aaron 1E, f AT TNV AZREIL, o ADET&
Miriam & 2O F 2 LR ) FAhEE, BEICYRLMACES T, Bezil295 89
79 % Moses D% )) % B A2 U % o Aaron 23k & 3 AU F AN T W% 2 & % Moses 1341 -
TV, A AZTNVANIZHZRED Aaron Z Y DIETHZ LIETE R\, Aaron 2 YD IETS
CLRARTINVAERFET DI LIOBRDBLDLTHL, LI THEOLTEZT 2D IETR
195, Moses 381252528 T, A AFTIVAICHASTEZTICHICHLIZ L DIEEZH L
HDTH5b,

TG EHOE®RZENSE D, A AT TV AORKREBR L7 IEREL X, AMThr Ik
EREINLEIETHD, COWEOHRTIE, AMEIHHATHAZLZEHRDRLIFESN
Twb, HHIZBESNTWLHIZ, HHOBEERPG» L% %52 L dH b, Miriam (£ D
—ANTHb, Mid Moses & F A WIINZFENRzL &, V7 MoEREz R CENERL, £

UL OTGHHNCTE N D H QMK R L OFEFT R DIZHS, TGk E BB L TR L DMK S 132
1t$ % . Moses D 3E Zipporah 28 & 12BN 5 &, Miriam (& Zipporah # =V 7 D EL DA A —

WCHEREDLE LD, LR ENETLAFFH1E %\, Zipporah DHBlIZ, THSEE L TA AT
INVOLMDOEEHAT % Miriam O %2 & 53 S O & Miriam 13/& U, Zipporah O Lo
BOWZEZHMIS, A AFINVADMERLSLZLEFHFELEVES, FL2ILORVANICED
N7k ERL, f AT VAREZREB LT, Zipporah #iBWWHT X 9 Moses (ZZRK
3%, Moses (3% ) Miriam Z#EROMHITEIT %, Miriam 13 [Moses 25E R &2 H & D &
ROHFIZH LA 7z] (Moses 263) & FEIHT 5, T THZIIWNE~D KL Moses 7> b &4 L
ENTWEDEY, BRTEXTHIAAT S, Miriam ORO ST, BEHHREE ORI EO %
WHEZ D

THH] 21E#E22U L0307, BARKLVWEVIDELLEWH DITE VRV, £
BEFE T o720T, HHZEIRZIZIVODPSI S LoD, ZDI L %25
WCHF2DTIE Ve ZZIZKADIFL IR TIEI LW EFHEAIK 2D, (Moses 262)

Miriam DK DA UGE % BB T 5 2 & TOAIZB b Lzh, 2 BGER 298202 Bl %2 52
ZETIIENRSE, HHEHBTE R L2 Db2 %,

Aaron ZBGEDL (slave-mind) 23k v A 27 2V AORFETH %5, Miriam i HHIZD
WTEZIBRD BN, A ATZVAIMBAOZT VAR D T, L E XTI Aaron IfE) . T OIRM
% Josie P. Campbell 13RD & I 125 H 3 5, [Aaron IZBE L. TE L, “HEZHEVDH S50 5HE
212 Moses Z ¥ ), AHICAR->TH IO L) ZRBICENTIONL LY, =T 7 F CTUGE
THoZL EDIT)IDVRERIP SO TIELVNLE > T Moses IZEAFITEIHIAATTVAE
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B35 (87)s Aaron DFEIHE D 4 AT TV A% Moses &, BGEED LD W ERE 72
v, TGO EBRBT DI EDHF VAL ERD L ICEET S,

Wd (£ AT TV ANIEWHRH 72, Wk LEFFO b OIFHE— AREOIIZ ANz v, (i)
WODTFHBROVIRBAMICECTA I ENTE LD, HOHIEBKEZE, o2 IRICER S
TODOFFIHHOT, 507D, REMFRLMERIRE I ZAME S IITERNE 2
FTANTE 6LRITLR SRV, TEOLEZFHFOD DX ORE CHEL TR RITIE R
57\ (Moses 259)

o DR SIFHOLIRT 7259 Thnd 404, WFEHEETLOTIEI R AMOB L
EBTCHEIICAATINVAICHLET, FTUEOLT R O VRY HHEFICANS
ZEIITERVILEZFHLLDTH S,

Wk LEELSTETHRIREONT, Lo TABICIIENZ W E Moses 139 o WG
DA% %25 FTREMDBP 2L 2 EIIMEF 2D, BHETIITLTID RE LS D72,
TGHSRER D 72 WA W D 4 25 2V A2 Moses 1ZIRD & IZHZ 5o

HEREIEBL L2072, HHIZAEREO L) ITKREICZIWEH L DOTIE RV, T
LEHIERFO DL RIOT, FH, FollEvREESRV, L, B, HHH,
TEEFIIAL VI LA S, (HE) B7zHid Pharaoh &) =T 7 M ADH
HEHPSHMIC o720 BRBOHICHRLTHEEZH S Z2VWE IR EN T 200,
(Moses 268)

Moses &, HHPMUTH 202z, bW IR 220 RELRLRWD, Kol bk &
WIS T RT L) A AT TV ANICHR B0 WRHOLZFFOMY) T2bEAVLEVD
WL, HHZERZ ZLIETE RV,

Moses I ZIRBZIMADINED Y D Aaron & D DT D, TDE & FTIRIGEOLE
FoHAUZ Aaron DA RTIEICHEZ TV % HTE IEFRIC Miriam 3RV 72258 R1H07% < C
JeREATZ, —F, Aaron 3E R BH I L EETHEL ALV HHIZOWTEZ WA TR
DHIZADL Z LI TER WV, [COEZREREZDIDIZLE) ELEVHDIER, TXTESLDS
A5 EIFTELVDIE] (Moses 275) L F\», Moses (& Z 7, Aaron IZKEOLE L LT
WD DN, Moses ZIEHHD D LA LS Aaron DL ) THozdbLNawnweEZ 5
(Moses 275) o ABd# 2 L7 UE, Aaron D& )12, 5V Pharaoh d Xk H &5 2 &
bHbo

HEHIZHCEZM T2 L EFICANLIENTE L, DWICL AT TIVAIFZI VY VIINTE
o ENIFHHOM, HHOMTH S, Moses IS EZ T FTHRNWTELD, #HLHZEITL
T\ IETHAINCED, #ES (cross over) &, ZNENIMAOTTLRITNIERS
BWEEZ Do WOBRIIRD LS ISR TS,
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% [Moses] (X588 N4 & A9 L LT& 7, HHT, AIET, HBHT, MWWwWA4, Zh
CEWERBZ TR TH 2 RED D2, WA L7z &) D505 RS, i
EGDolZ DD, ZNE, HEDMAZHMIITEI LI TERVE W) T &2, [HE
EENTEO D D7, AHIHZ 2 b0, HAONTDO LS LHL5VIEEICEHE 2w, H
%2 7200135261 T, NIAGTHSTHSZREBIz1E7% 5%\, (Moses
282)

IR BY, HHPAEEINZLEORETHL2H5, HHIZAHZOMNICH D ALK
L2HDTHb, APSHERZONLLDTIELWI b b, HOZEKT S (make his own
emancipation) (22T Hemenway (&, [ Z DD B Moses DEERT —<ThH b, KW
BHISIGEE L SN TV 2T TV ANEMOMEVTH S Moses EF—Db D, T abbHANIE
EN7-REALTEKRTH 525, Hurston BELOBUIMEZ S DI, AHIZACICXE>TO
Ab7-b5 8N 5] (268269) LEHLTWADS, Hurston XEIEHOEKZLE LT, HE%
BT 52 L DEESEDOAEZRRTNEEZEZBNS, H/IFDIIT “cross over” §5 2 & & “his
own emancipation” # 35 Z &1, HHZ/M2 I &2 KTHFETHEL L TEbNL TV,

Z 2T Moses 3 &8 %#% 2 T, WORMHIANE Fo T, MRIdkED M2 THKE L
LHAROHFIG > TIT DTH %, Moses 134 AT TV AD SARBLA % { 72 5 D% FLE,
HVTE5EMELEo T, HEAMEZMYRETZ PRI LI %28 X, Lo
MY ABTHN, Lo BATHHEAHEATFNLEHEZ2DOTH 5,

5. f&U

ZZFET, ~EAMMERESNAA AT IV AR Moses HE L, HEE W AR O
ZHET HI2IZE) T L W2 REW5EE LT Moses, Man of the Mountain % 53#T L 72
ARG TIE Moses & A OWIZIAA ) BMA LR 2L 2AHIC, MEBRRLBERETD o7
“Cross over” THi E o 7298 D HFid Moses |C “emptiness” # & U &8, kizFchInit i
DEIZHDDHHMINLVIRE, HHZZARO AR O%Z L L7z Moses [ZHA L ) &
Bo THHABREZHISRBRT 2 X9 % N Lz HHIRERODLOTH 20 HMI LT L,
AAFZINVADES APV BIZEDNTENLLNEDDTOH o7 HOHICHHZ
Y 372912 Moses 1% 5 O FH % 4 - 72 Pharaoh 23725, o8B LT 4 AT
VANTHHZEE LT AHHEZHFRZ 2o HHIZBAZRS 525N 0TIEARL, HHIVES
N2 EDRELS, MAPEKLZTNER SRV DZ 572072, HELKELZ ) A0,
EENEEDIREBIC R EHBHEMAZ ENTE S L Moses 137R L7ze HHIZHSOW
WHFEL, MDD OTIEAD>70 FY A MLIFIZM ST WS Moses % fiE K&t o fli
Wedd, BV.LANEEEDOMOARE L, ABMEMERLKELENYBEERA LD ->TH
SONHEZHEY BEZAY, BHEOBRZL0OEMFICRIEITHREALR-SAERSRwE, &
OYFEIZER L7z F72, Aaron & Miriam % % F T Moses & d4T L THi < 2 & T, WG
B REZWIZEICHBZHEE ) b EER T,

_89_



SLarfEE R LT SR 254 3

Moses (Z4 F N THBAMBICEOFICANTT A VNI I N7, B NEIZ—EAK
WIRBZENSIETE o720 DK, HIRIE Moses D ANEICBITBEITH Y Helr, MIZHK»S
FOHKROMTEZMEZ B2, HOBETOEITIE, BEOAPHRDPSHATZNERZERS
Wit KE L7 & THA SNz, FLEZIED Jethro I2HI4 9 &, Jethro OIRETILICA D 15
1% AT, Moses 134 AT TIVARIMIZZ Y7 bAL v, EHE2KZ 728, HROBA
M2 TITo 720 Moses IZFICHAR LA S, AMIZBROBEINCHE > THEE Z0054k72L
2 TNz HRIEAMEEZ N2 L EOHBRIRBICENE ST READL D722 VR D,

AiZAERO 0L LTHHZ YL, #hx R IZAMTIE% { % 572, Pharaoh z ] S /A
A 27TV NEHBIC RN R 2> 7275, Pharaoh # A OREOMEOLB LA B L, AMIZ
MEEBHL2TIUTARIC AN W E TR 572, Pharaoh 13 %72 Moses HH O—HT
bhorlsni ANICRHBERESEELTOLDS, REZWY BAZ2VERY AR 2
52w,

H.LZZABMICL2EHEZZS 2SRV, HHEEARLE5 25N 0TIE AL, BHH5ON
WKHOPELRER LW DZ5720T, A ELPMLRWA AT TV NIZIFHHETE
irol=0OTH b, Vi Hurston 1&, A OURE;: %152 572012 Moses % J\ 724, Aaron &
Miriam (ZIEHIOEZ BB L 720 Aaron 24 A5 TWVAZRETLHEL L, WEOLOWT %
WHE Lz BGEEHNE A2 W0 21350 5, BHOEKRZ 505 7% { 872, Aaron 3%
THHOERIZA DD Lo 72D T, Moses 13123 LAMEL 37 h > 720 —75, Miriam 13,
ARDIEHIT Moses IZFIE HNTUE, MY ICko TEXHD LD, HHEIZRWHDZA D
EIREHIDDOD, WLEZTHHNLT, WL TR Evo o, PEITHGRE] Fedk
Lo TLE o7, BEEHNIARICEY LELDY, FAHHIIAFETELZV OO LH 8D
2D Zo572,

Moses i34 27 VA, INFVINEHGTES L) ICEVHELL. ABBBE ZHE%Z
WORFTIETHY, HHPAE TN L EORELZRTHS, HHEIZMEAZELELDDTHD,
ADRBEZONEHDOTERNIEPMBTE L, ZOLIICHMBT L L, AMBEEIZEANL
FIZEHENLDOTIERL, TRTOAMPFICEZRER LW ETHLE, ZOF
DIRLIZEWVWZ B,

IH#EEED Moses D& 53 U1 C, Hurston IZ A BEOWFEEZIED TXTOAIZ, A
MEFEITNEPSICHNZDZ), BHTFLRTFEIEREELNTLE ) Z L E2FEL
WTHELWERSZDTHA o ANMEIZEFRELZ S AMAPLEICHE s TWE2 b2 IY) RIFBR
L72& A, L DEREDD S, 1960 SFARUC ANHEEE) DAL VRO L FTHLD L9
BERIZET NG o720 HMIYEEOBFFRIE, BAOMEELSHERE LTRY EF, AM
DHBEE L TR Z WD o720 T, BAMEBRT2WEXOEREHET 22 LAT
ERDPoIZDTERVEDL ) e ZOMEME, $TNTOAMIIEINZASICHETHY, H
HPEFEFN/- L ZORETHL%L0, HHEIIBEAZEKLZ23DT, A2L526N1550T
BV ESH L7z, TOME, ABBEIZEAZTICEH SN b0TIERL, $XTOAM
WEIZHEPIZT Y Pa— v ERTwRwD, H5VIEHTORZICES ATV ARV rEE R
b2 LT, BRI HMEREZ T 23D TIIRWVES ) D
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1) 1910 1EA 5 1930 FPIXTT Tk, "=V AV AH 2y A EMFENLBANALDOEZ 2R TH
%o COMNRE—DODORMTHRIT L LIFHL L, S FSELEMPMRIEL 724, DuBois® [H
ikl OBEPSRROKIRE 2> TV Z LI3fENTH 5o B4 20 FERITHCREBRSLANEDO T T 4 F
%EDHWDLRENEZ RO THEMEDPW S NF275, REFTUE, 3040 FAUTRAOBEM T 2K IES 5
WZhE L L 7 ) PUak L —30 B e o 720 (Oxford Companion to African American Dictionary, 1997)

2) Alain Locke i, “Dry Fields and Green Pastures” (Opportunity 1,1940) & #E L CTUHFOBAZEZFH L,
OUv Y74 Y ALERLENZY) 7Y XLA0MEIMO ) H, #EHHIE, “the romantic art of the green
pastures” £V, 72 R THLUORIEERETET 2T THo THHEDS DM AW EEEL ET “the
realistic art of the dry fields” ® HIZE[M¥ 5, ZDiFam®H T Locke I3 RIEDEN 721 &l & LT
Moses # b o & VIR CTHEMES L HELREZ LB, ZOMEN % caricature 72 & BEFF L 720 “Green
Pastures” & 1%, 1936 SEICHIMES N2 HFITEM Z L2 F v A P TRXTEAOBETH 5, EEIE
Marcus Cook Connelly.

3) Ralf Ellison, “Recent Negro Fiction”, New Masses V. 40, August 5 (1941), p.24.

[ Moses, Man of the Mountain \%, {zit/Phii T, Moses D AEZT A I OBAOHTHRZ THEIND
D72 LF X DIRHLTIE Moses (ZIEHEE G- #H Th %25, Hurston [ZEMRi L L7ze T OERMIE, “The
Green Pastures” 23T ND72012HE N7z L 912, Moses D7zdIZHEPN TV 575, BN E L
T2 LD TR

4) Gloria L. Cronin, Critical Essays on Zora Neale Hurston (New York: G. K. Hall, 1998), p.15.

5) “Moses had crossed over. He was not in Egypt. He had crossed over and now he was not an Egyptian. He
had crossed over. The short sword at his thigh had a jeweled hilt but he had crossed over and so it was no
longer the sign of high birth and power. He had crossed over, so he sat down on a rock near the sea shore
to rest himself. He had crossed over so he was not of the house of Pharaoh. He did not own a palace
because he had crossed over. He did not have an Ethiopian princess for a wife. He had crossed over. He did
not have friends to sustain him. He had crossed over. He did not have enemies to strain against his
strength and power. He had crossed over. He was subject to no law except the laws of tooth and talon. He
had crossed over. The sun who was his friend and ancestor in Egypt was arrogant and bitter in Asia. He
had crossed over. He felt as empty as a post hole for he was none of the things he once had been. He was a
man sitting on a rock. He had crossed over.” (Moses 78) (FHtix4E#H)

6) H Israel AD¥Moses I bHh, =T 7 2B L CTrlF2is & &, firbRToh-aw,

7 X b
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