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Religious Activities of Foreign Protestants in Shanghai.

Shiho Murakami *

Abstract

This paper examines the recent conditions of the religious activities of foreign
Protestants living in Shanghai. I mainly focus on the religious life of foreign Protestants
who stay in China for business or investment. What is unique about this paper is that it
does not discuss religious activities of foreign missionaries whose activities are prohibited
by Chinese religious regulations, but discuss the religious life of foreigners themselves.
They are welcomed by the Chinese government for their contribution to economic growth,
so the government should accept their religious life as well as their economic activities.
However, this challenges Chinese religious policy which trying to keep control over
religions.

“Regulations on the Management of Religious Activities of Foreigners in China.”
allows foreigners to manage their religious activities on their own in China, but also
prohibits them from undertaking evangelic activities, establishing religious organizations,
and distributing Bibles. This decree shows that the government wants to keep foreigner’s
influence on religious affairs in China as small as possible. However, because of the policy
for economic growth and the increase of foreigners living in China, it is impossible to stop
the expansion of foreigners’ religious activities and their influence on Chinese society.

In conclusion, I argue that the increase of foreigners living in Shanghai causes a lot of
situations that are difficult for the government to control, and also creates more chances

for Chinese protestants to exceed the limits on their religious activities.

key words
Shanghai, Religious Policy, Protestant Church, Foreigners’ Religious Activities, Economic

Growth
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