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The Manner of Seeking Truth from Facts and Research on the History of
Republic of China:
A Methodical Change in Historical Materialism in Contemporary China

Daisuke Wakamatsu *

Abstract

In contemporary China, how do historians theoretically harmonize the law of
historical materialism with the manner of studying facts for the truth? This paper aims (1)
at answering the above question and pointing out what “Seeking Truth from Facts (shi shi
qiu shi)” appeared from historical materialism; and (2) at demonstrating that this
phenomenon also can be found in research on the history of Republic of China, which has
started to appear recently.

This paper attends to the relation between the law and particular facts in the
historiography of contemporary China. The first section presents a general historical
survey of historical materialism in contemporary China and argues that historical
materialism initially had the characteristic of “from the law to particulars”. The second
section points out that with the appearance of the idea of “Seeking Truth from Facts”, the
tendency of dogmatism was abolished, and historical materialism newly achieved a
manner of empiricism. Therefore, “from particulars to law” became the new characteristic
of historical materialism. The third section argues that with the help of the appearance of
“Seeking Truth from Facts” as a new characteristic, contemporary Chinese historians have
been able to dramatically diversify their research subjects theoretically and essentially in
their studies. Finally, the forth section argues that the compilation project of the History of
Republic of China which has been under progress since the Chinese economic reform, is
based on the new historical materialism that the law of historical materialism is
harmonized with the manner of “Seeking Truth from Facts”. This section also mentions
that the compilers understand that the history of Republic of China and the history of the

Chinese revolution are two sides of the same coin.
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