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Study Tours to China by the Educational Society of Empire of Japan

Anning Song *

Abstract

This paper reports the background, results and roles of the three study tours to
mainland China conducted by the Educational Society of Empire of Japan (teikoku
kyouikukai) in 1919, 1929 and 1939. The 1919 study tour was planned but never
conducted due to lack of government subsidies and the reluctance of regional educational
societies. Consequently, this affected the direction and purpose of subsequent study tours.
The study tour of 1929 was carried out with the support of the Department of Cultural
Affairs with China of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Japan. Although the tour’s
mission to convene the “Japan-China Education Meeting” could not be achieved due to
aftereffect of the Jinan Incident, the tour played a part in making the nation understand
the “Japan-China Goodwill” slogan. Supported by the Japanese military, East Asia
Development Board (Koain) and the Ministry of Education, 1939 study tour successfully
completed its mission to assemble the “Japan-Manchuria Education Meeting.” The
nationalist ideology “Building of the New World Order in East Asia” was thus outspread

across Japan and territories.

Keywords
Educational Society of Empire of Japan “Japan-China Education Meeting” “Japan-China
Goodwill” Jinan Incident “Manchukuo” “Building of the New World Order in East Asia”
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