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Yanaihara Tadao and China: His Article, “The Ideal of the Nation” and
His Visit to Wang Mingdao

MATSUTANTI Yosuke *

Abstract

Right after the Sino-Japanese war broke out, Yanaihara Tadao wrote an article “The
ideal of the nation”, in which he implicitly criticized Japan’s invasion to China. The article
was banned soon, and he was criticized at the Tokyo Imperial University. Then he was
forced to resign his position at the university. Although his motive to write such an article
was promoted by the breaking out of the war, his critical idea about Japan’s China policy
was formed from much earlier time. In his college student time, he was already critical
about the Japanese people’s attitude toward Chinese people. After the Manchuria
incident, he eagerly started to study and analyze the China issues and published many
articles about such issues. A year before the war, he made a speech which insisted the
similar content of “The ideal of the nation”, related with his Christian faith. Therefore,
“The ideal of the nation” should be regarded as the unity of his academic ideas and his
Christian faith.

In 1942, Yanaihara visited China even in the midst of the wartime. While he was in
Beijing, he visited a Chinese pastor of an independent church, Wang Mingdao. Yanaihara
gave some money to him as a donation. At that time, Wang was refusing to join “United
church of Christ in North China”, which was organized according to Japan’s religious
policy. Both Yanaihara and Wang had many common ideas, such as refusal of political
religious policy, priority of the God’s justice and truth, non-church style independent
congregation, publishing own Christian magazine, etc. Yanaihara’s idea of “China
mission” is to help Chinese non-church style congregation. Therefore, Yanaihara’s visit to
Wang, giving him some donation and encouraging him, was the practice of his China
mission idea. This also can be regarded as one of the examples of the unity of his academic

ideas and his non-church Christian faith during the wartime.

Keywords
Yanaihara Tadao, Non-church Movement, “The Ideal of the Nation”, China, Wang Mingdao,
United Church of Christ in North China, Christianity, China Mission
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