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Japan’s Religious Policies during its Occupation of China :

“Central China Religious League” and related Issues.

MATSUTANTI Yosuke *

Abstract

The purpose of Central China Religious League (CCRL, Chushi-Shukyo-Daido-
Renmei), established in February 1939, was to promote Japan’s religious policy. The
establishment of CCRL was led mainly by the Special Service Department (Tokumu-bu) of
Japanese Army. Institute of Religious Issue (Shukyo-mondai-kenkyujo) and Japanese
Association of Religious Organizations (Nippon-Shiukyo-Renmei) also influenced CCRL'’s
policies. Besides, Tenzo Nishimura’s unique religious idea of “One family under heaven”
gave some inspirations towards establishing CCRL.

CCRL had three departments: Shinto Department, Buddhism Department and
Christianity Department. The objectives of these departments are listed below:

1. Supervising Japanese religious organizations in China;

2. Supervising and unifying Chinese religious organizations;

3. Promoting cooperation between Japanese and Chinese religious organizations.

While the Shinto Department mainly engaged in educational and social services, the
Buddhism Department tried to establish “Sino-Japan Buddhism Association” aiming to
promote cooperation between Japanese and Chinese Buddhism organizations, and the
Christianity Department took the role of correcting Western missionaries’ anti- Japan
sentiment. Shinto and Buddhism Departments could create some results, but the
Christianity Department faced many difficulties.

Although CCRL could bring some results in its early activities, it soon faced some
serious problems which include budget squeeze, sudden change of supervision authorities,
personnel replacement etc. Despite some serious efforts, the achievements of CCRL in
early phase were far behind its original objectives and it was criticized that it had a
“functional failure”. It was not until after 1942 and 1943 that CCRL finally became
functional.
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Department (Tokumu-bu), East Asia Development Board (K 6ain), Institute of Religious
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