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Report on Economy and Business in Zhuzhou City of Hunan Province,
China, December 2012

MATSUNO Shuji *, HYODO Tomohiro **, IMADA Osamu ***,
MORI Masaki**** , LIN Song Guo***** , KANG Sang Mln******

Abstract

This report is based on a field research trip to the Zhuzhou city of Hunan province,
China, in December 2012. A team, consisting of five faculty members and one research
student of the Ritsumeikan University, paid a visit to the Zhuzhou city to observe level of
socio-economic development in Central China, and to explore possibilities of economic
cooperation among small and medium enterprises (SME) of Japan and China. Through
visit to factories and interviews with business persons and officers of local government, we
found that there is potential for Japanese SMEs to supply fine parts to manufacturing
industries, for example, to the automobile industry, which the Zhuzhou city is making

great efforts to develop. Our visit was part of a research project of the Institute of Social
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Systems, Ritsumeikan University, entitled “Contemporary Development and Challenges of
SMEs in East Asia: Comparison and Possible Cooperation with Japanese SMEs”. We
appreciate the support provided by the Institute of Economics, Shanghai Social Academy
and in particular by Dr. Lei Shinjun, Director of Research Center for Business

Development.
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