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Writing Space of Social Movement from Interpretive Perspectives: A Case

Study on Anti-Militarization Movement in Takae, Okinawa Island

MORI Keisuke *

Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the space of the direct action of an anti-US base construction
sit-in movement in Takae, Okinawa, from the perspective of Social Movement Studies.
Previous research tends to emphasize socio-political aspects of the social movements such
as contentious politics, international relations, and political processes. In this paper on the
contrary, by conveying the interpretive approaches of these studies, I argue how this space
of sit-in emerges as the socio-cultural artifact of the actions of the participants. The object
of this study is Takae district, which is located on the northeastern part of Okinawa Island.
In 1996, the Japanese and US governments agreed with the reformation of the US bases
located on Okinawa. According to this agreement, a northern half of the US Marine’s North
Training Area is to be returned to the Japanese Government. However, as a precondition
for that, the new construction of helicopter landing zones should be built in the vicinity of
Takae District. Despite the resident’s strong criticism to this plan, the Japanese
Government forced the start the building process in 2007. In order to countervail this
undemocratic process and stop the construction, residents and supporters started sit-ins
on July, 2007. I thus clarify how the spaces of sit-ins formulate a variety of discourses and

meanings on the movement spaces.
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