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Japanese Press Editorial on the Korean War and Japan-Korea relations (1950-1953)

KAJII Yoshihiro

Abstract

In Japan, the newspaper editorials have a constant influence on public opinion. This
article analyses Japanese Press editorial on the Korean War and Japan-Korea relations to
research Korean recognition of Postwar Japan.

The Japanese newspaper recognized the Korean War as an international dispute
under the Cold War and called it “defense of the free world from the aggression of
international communism”. As a result, most editorials supported “separate peace” and
U.S.-Japan Security Treaty.

On the other hand, the Japanese press did not have interests in Korea, which was the
Battlefield. In 1953, normalization talks between Japan and the Republic of Korea (south
Korea) broke down. Most editorials criticized the Korean government for being agitated
for by post-war Japan, creating an “anti-Japan policy” and forced dictatorship upon the

Korean people . It was a fact that Japan did not state its reflection on past conduct.

Keywords
Japanese Press, Editorial, national paper, local paper, Korean War, Japan-Korea relations,

Korean recognition
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