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The Collective Composing of the “Yellow River Piano Concerto”

OSANAI Yumiko

Abstract

The “Yellow River Piano Concerto” was created by arranging the “Yellow River
Cantata” under the instruction of the Gang of Four including Jiang Qing during the
cultural revolution period of 1969.

The arrangement was done by a group led by a young pianist by the name of Yin
Chengzong. They collaborated in reworking the “Yellow River Cantata” into a piano
concerto. Most of this music was written by Chu Wanghua. But at the final stage the
melodies of the “East Is Red” and the “Internationale” were inserted under the instruction
of Jiang Qing and others. In addition, Yu Huiyong also interjected and asked for further
revisions.

The completed “Yellow River” was described as “created by The Central Philharmonic
Orchestra group” and individual names were withheld.

And two new versions deleting the instruction of Jiang Qing from the original “Yellow
River” appeared in the 90’s. The revised versions were created by Du Mingxin and Shi
Shucheng who were previously part of the composition group.

A few years later Yin Chengzong registered the copyright of the “Yellow River” in the
United States but only registered four of the names in the group. Shi Shucheng and Du
Mingxin were excluded. The Central Philharmonic Orchestra protested against the
copyright registration by Yin and insisted that the copyright belongs to the Central
Philharmonic Orchestra, but in 1996 the central orchestra completed the historic mission
and was dissolved. The majority of performances of the “Yellow River” today is of the

original version and not the revised version.

Keywords
Yellow River Piano Concerto, Yin Chengzong, Chu Wanghua, Jiang Qing, Cultural

Revolution, Yellow River Cantata, Central Philharmonic Orchestra
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