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Governance by No Ruling versus Effective Control:

1874 Sino-Japanese Conflict in Principles of International Order

Chang Chi-Hsiung

Abstract

China is a multi-nation state that rules its territories by nation. Nevertheless,
according to the idea promoted by the modern occidental world, each nation state should
be constituted of the same nation, and in this case, there will be only one method of state
governance, which is effective control. For China, the oriental world surrounding China
can be divided into three types. First, for the mainland of China, it was ruled by effective
control. Second, for kingdoms and vassal states at the East Asian coast, they were
governed by no ruling. Third, for vassal states at the northwestern inland (including
Manchuria, Mongolia, Xinjiang, and Tibet), they were ruled by partial no ruling or partial
effective control. Thus the Qing Dynasty adopted the partial effective control or the partial
no ruling approach to govern Taiwan (the aboriginal), a vassal state under Taiwan
Prefecture of Fujian Province of Qing Dynasty.

During the Meiji Era, the westernized Japan adopted the territorial expansion policy
and considered that the Qing Dynasty’s partial no ruling approach for governing Taiwan
was inconsistent with the principle of effective control of the occidental world. As a result,
Japan used Taiwan’s Mudan incident as an excuse to claim that Taiwan is a non-governed
vassal land, and so it invaded Taiwan. The Qing Dynasty was forced to defend and to fight
for its territory. The military confrontation between the Qing Dynasty and Japan
eventually led to a negotiation between the two parties in Beijing. On the one hand, Japan
stressed that the Qing Dynasty did not govern Taiwan, and therefore Taiwan was without
a ruler. The Qing Dynasty on the other hand alleged its ways of governance of territories
varies and claimed that Taiwan is a ruled vassal of China. Mediated by Sir Thomas Wade,
the British Minister then, the two parties signed a treaty, and Japan withdrew its forces,

thereby ending the confrontation between the two countries.
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From the viewpoint of power politics, it was the first territorial invasion of Japan
during the Meiji Era, but according to the principle of international order, it is actually a
conflict related to principles of international order: the effective control of the international
law of the occidental world and the governance by no ruling of the Chinese principle of
order.

To sum up, according to the international order principle, the sovereignty of the vassal
state Taiwan was not an issue of with or without political policies but an issue of

differences among political policies.

Keyword
Conflict in principles of international order, Governance by no ruling, Effective control,

Mudan Incident, Multi-nation state, Mono-nation state






