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Sino-Russian Relations: From the Collapse of “Alliance” to the Formation of
the Model of the New Type of International Relations

ISHII Akira’

Abstract

The international society now is concerned about the future of Sino-Russian relations.
Some watchers insist that these two countries will run the road to restore “alliance”.

In 1950 the Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance was
signed. But it had been nominal since the late 1950s. Then in 1969 military clashes
occurred in Sino-Soviet border areas.

This paper first focuses on rapprochement process after 1982. But just after the
normalization of the Sino-Soviet relations in 1989, the Soviet Union had collapsed in 1991.
Since then both China and the new Russia have been promoting bilateral relations.

They have chosen the way of establishing “partnership” instead of “alliance”. In 1994
the term “constructive partnership” was first used in terms of Sino-Russian Relations. In
1996 the term “strategic partnership” appeared. Both countries regards that “alliance” as
based on “cold war” thinking and that “partnership” has no military implication to cope
with other countries.

According to the Sino-Russian Joint Communique dated May 8, 2015, both countries
have already established “overall strategic cooperative partnership”. They praise
themselves that Sino-Russian relations is the model of the new type of international

relations.

Keywords
the Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance, Constructive

Partnership, Strategic Partnership, the New Type of the International Relations
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