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A Study on the U.S. Policy towards the Asian-African Conference

Li Qianyu’

Abstract

Without the involvement of Western powers and with China playing an important role,
the U.S. was apprehensive towards the Asian-African Conference. The U.S. had two
fundamental reactions to the Conference. Firstly, the U.S. would not publicly oppose the
Conference, but encouraged the participation of so-called “moderate states” so that
moderate resolutions and decisions could be made. Secondly, the U.S. would do what it
could to prevent organizer nations from extending an invitation to China. When these
actions failed, the U.S. requested its allies to speak at the Conference on behalf of the “free
world.” At the Conference, the U.S. did not actively respond to Zhou Enlai’s statement in
regards to easing tensions with Taiwan. After the Conference, the U.S. gradually realized
the diplomatic achievements that Zhou Enlai had made there. Nevertheless the U.S. would
not change its hostile attitude and containment policy towards China. In fact, the Asian-

African Conference was a stage of Sino-American struggle during the Cold War.
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