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Spying Worldwide:
Open Source Intelligence Estimate and PRC’s Foreign Policy Making

Jiang, Huajie

Abstract

The open source intelligence estimate was established in the 1940s and played an
important role in the PRC’s foreign policy-making system. This work, at its core, was to
provide intelligence of international trends for top decision-makers. Its research objectives
included medium-term trends of politics, economics, and military matters worldwide. It
especially focused on the internal affairs and diplomacy of the Cold War foes such as the
U.S., Japan, and Taiwan; the national liberation movement of Asian, African and Latin
American regions, the political and economic relationship within the West Coalition.
However, the open source intelligence estimate led to misalignment in some important
issues because of ideological obstacles and the isolation of analysis and policy-making.
While serving for high-level decision making, the open source intelligence estimate was
used by Mao Zedong to propagandize his individual ideas about world circumstances which

were intended for the purpose of strengthening his control on decision-making.
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open source intelligence estimate, foreign policy making, Central Investigation Department

of Chinese Communist Party, Mao Zedong
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