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An Understanding of a Letter from Eiji Amau to Toyohiko Kagawa

HAMADA Naoya

abstract

This essay discusses a letter that Eiji Amau sent to Toyohiko Kagawa, on February 27,
1939. This letter is Amau’s a response to an earlier message from Kagawa, dealing with
complex wartime diplomacy. There is no-prior research on this letter. Only two people knew
the contents of this letter. In the letter, Amau thanks Kagawa for introducing him to Priest
Fukushima. Priest Fukushima is Sigeyosi Fukushima. He was the leader of the Oxford
movement in Japan. Amau is angry that the Bishop of Canterbury criticized Japan’s
invasion of China. According to his statement criticizing the Bishop of Canterbury, the
comprehensive policy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs towards the Episcopal Church had
changed. What we can understand by comparing the letter with diaries was that Amau
was pleased that the UK had approved of Spain’s German-supported military regime.
Perhaps similarly he hoped that Germany would support Japan’s occupation of Manchuria.
The Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs would have had the same idea. Kagawa had told
Amau that Germany was discriminatory towards Japan, but that an influential person in
the Chinese government, Hu-Hanmin, had indicated that China would give Manchuria to
Japan. In fact, Hu-Hanmin did not say that China would cede Manchuria to Japan. It was
Kagawa’s misunderstanding, wrote Amau.

Amau wanted to advise Kagawa not to side with the League of Nations and the Bishop
of Canterbury. Kagawa apologized to China for the crimes of the Japanese Army. But Amau
wanted Kagawa to desist from this. Amau was worried that Kagawa opposed Japan’s

policy. From this letter I wonder if we can read the anguish of the lurch toward war.
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Eiji Amau, Toyohiko Kagawa, Bishop Canterbury criticized Japan’s invasion of China,

Spain’s military regime and Manchuria, Apology for China of Kagawa

*  Correspondence to: HAMADA Naoya
Part-time Lecturer, Kansai University
3-3-35 yamatemati suita Osaka 564-8680 Japan
E-mail: hamachan@m4.kcen.ne.jp





