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The History of Great Shanghai Gas Co., Ltd.

TAKIMOTO Bunji’

Abstract

In this study, I identified the historical development of the gas industry, using modern Shanghai as
an example. Although the gas industry is an extremely important area when examining the changes and
modernization of society, interest toward it had been low in the research world. It was only introduced
briefly in corporate histories and was a completely untapped area.

“The History of Great Shanghai Gas Co., Ltd., a National Policy Concern” examines the
background to the establishment and the business of Great Shanghai Gas Co., Ltd., which was
established after the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War. In reality, the internal management of Great
Shanghai Gas Co., Ltd., which was in charge of Japan’s national policy, was instructed by Toho Gas. Its
business results were marked by weakness. As the Asia-Pacific War broke out, the management of Great
Shanghai Gas Co., Ltd. was relegated to a British gas company in Shanghai, which was under the control
of the Japanese military. Although the company’s business expanded after being taken over by the

British gas company, demand for gas never exceeded that for electricity.

Keywords
Gas Industry, Great Shanghai Gas Co., Ltd., British Gas Company, British Settlement, Sino-Japanese
War, Coke, Coal Tar, Produced Gas
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