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In order to address the greenhouse gas reduction issues and promote
the deployment of renewable energy technologies, most countries have
adopted remuneration policies to support generation of electricity from
renewable sources. Two of the most common practices are renewable
portfolio standards (RPS) and feed-in tariff (FIT) systems. The former is
a quota-based instrument, and the latter is a price-based mechanism.
Japan has experimented with the RPS scheme since 2003. However, the
renewable energy production could not meet the policy goals during
2003—2010. As a consequence, Japan changed the remuneration model
to FIT system in 2009. Recently, Japan has passed the law that the
electricity retail market will be liberalized in April, 2016. In this
seminar, let us think about the question which subsidy mechanism is
preferable for Japan to foster the use of renewable energy within a
competitive electricity market framework.
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Lake Management in the Urban
Agglomeration of Lake Biwa Region,
Japan: Ecosystem Services-Based
Sustainability Assessment

Fast urbanization often has negative impacts on ecosystems including lake.
In return the deteriorative ecosystem services seriously holds back the
healthy urban development. In a case study on the urban agglomeration of
Lake Biwa region, an original ecosystem services-based indicator system
was established, by applying which the regional sustainability over more
than six decades was quantitatively assessed. Then through analysis of
anthropogenic exploitation and management trajectory of Lake Biwa, both
the painful lessons and advanced experience were thoroughly discussed.




