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“Sight-worthy Places” and Information Selectivity in Travel Guides:
A Comparison of An Official Guide to Eastern Asia (Japan Volume)
and Terry’s Guide to the Japanese Empire

AKAI Shoji *

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify differences in informational objectivity and critical
approach, both of which play an important role in tourism, by focusing on travel guides, a key
element of modern travel culture, and analyzing the mechanism for development of travel guides
in prewar Japan.

First, a broad view is taken regarding the development of Nikon Annai Ki, an eight-volume
travel guide to Japan compiled by Japan’s Ministry of Railways, the first volume of which was
published in 1927 and final volume in 1936. Second, consideration is given to relations between
the development of domestic travel guides and English-language guides to Japan for foreigners,
compiled by the Japanese government as part of efforts to attract tourists from abroad. Third,
travel guides are discussed, in terms of the basic elements of accuracy, objectivity, fairness and
criticism, by drawing a comparison between English-language travel guides to Japan compiled by
the Imperial Japanese Government Railways/Ministry of Railways and the Japan Tourist Bureau

and those written by foreigners.

Keywords: travel guide, Imperial Japanese Government Railway, Nikon Annai Ki (Travel Guide to

Japan), An Official Guide to Eastern Asia, Terry’s Guide to the Japanese Empire
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